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God’s “Nevertheless” 


No one need ever despair of forgiveness, cleansing, and 
restoration. It is not the magnitude of our sin, or the years 
spent in it, that can bar the way to peace with God and 
eternal life, but rather our refusal to turn from our sin 
and receive all that God freely offers us in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. There is a glowing picture of God’s everlasting 
mercy in Psalms 106 and 107. The first begins with a burst 
of praise for His goodness and a glimpse of the happiness of 
His chosen ones. But then it descends, as it were, into the 
valleys of the repeated sins of Israel. They did not under- 
stand His wonders in Egypt, or remember the multitude 
of His mercies; and they provoked Him at the Red Sea, the 
very place of their deliverance. ‘‘Nevertheless he saved 
them... .” Why? For two reasons: “for his name’s sake” 
and “‘that he might make his mighty power known.” You 
see, His salvation is not only for our joy, but for the glory 
and honor of His name. Our weakness is a field for the 
display of His power. He said to Paul, “My grace is 
suficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9). Although for a time Israel 
believed His words and sang His praise, “they soon forgat 
his works; they waited not for his counsel: but lusted exceed- 
ingly in the wilderness, and tempted God in the desert.” 
(Has any reader of these lines done these four things, in 
the wilderness of self-will and the desert of sin? Still there 
is hope!) Israel went on from sin to sin: envy, idolatry, 
forgetfulness, murmuring, licentiousness, murder, until the 
wrath of God was kindled against them, and they were 


subjected to their enemies. But still we read, ““Nevertheless 
he regarded their affliction, when he heard their cry: and he 
.” Once more the 
Psalmist breaks forth into praise. Psalm 107 pictures a 
succession of tribulations and triumphs. There are four 
of these contrasts, ascending from the depths to the heights 
(vv. 4-9, 10-16, 17-22, 23-31). 
Israel, but some describe the experience of anyone who 
rebels against God. The turning point comes in each case 
when “they cry unto the Lord in their trouble.” Every 
time He answers and delivers, in spite of the repeated sin. 
The Psalmist concludes, ““Whoso is wise, and will observe 
these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness 
of the Lord.” 
despair, and every reason to be joyful in God, how much 
more have we, for He gave His beloved Son for us. “He 
that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?” 
(Rom. 8:32.) 
and make you think there is no hope for you even in God. 
But this is one of his biggest lies. 
a Christian for many years, and yet have fallen into grievous 


remembered for them his covenant . . 


Some refer definitely to 


Now, if the Israelites had no reason to 


Satan will drive you to despair if he can, 
Though you have been 


sin, you not only can come back to God, but you ought 
to at once. He is not only willing and able to restore you, 
but longs to give you back the joy of His salvation. “If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 
1:9). “He delighteth in mercy” (Mic. 7:18). 
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“It is good for me that I have been 
afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes” 


JHE Psalmist, looking back over the 
past, was able to testify that God 


Sanctified Through Suffering 


By Arthur Hedley 


righteousness. His trial is described in 
verses 69 and 70. His enemies had 
“forged a lie” against him. By their 
slanderous accusations they gave him 
a character utterly different from what 
was his. They were incapable of spir- 
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had dealt graciously with him, 
“Thou hast dealt well with thy servant” 
He had abundant evi- 
dence of the goodness of God and, 
realizing this truth, he was eager to be 
instructed in His Word, “Thou art good, 
and doest good; teach me thy statutes” 
He saw God’s goodness in a 
certain affliction he had endured, for, 
before this trial, he had erred from the 
right path, but God had used it to bring 
him back into the way of truth and 


itual illumination, “their heart is as fat 
as grease” (v. 70), indicating that they 
were sensual and insensible to things 
moral, spiritual, and eternal. Instead 
of harming him, they had been the 
means of drawing him nearer to God 
and strengthening him in his resolve to 
give wholehearted obedience to God’s 
commandments, “Before I was afflicted 
I went astray: but now I have kept thy 
word” (v. 67). 

Affliction to the true child of God is 





invariably beneficial, but the rebellious 
are broken and embittered by it. In 
the night school of trouble the Psalmist 
learned many valuable lessons that en- 
riched, ennobled, and sanctified his life, 
and he could truly say, “Thou in faith- 
fulness hast afflicted me” (v. 75). Such 
is the purpose of life’s trials and tribu- 
lations: they are meant to bring us 
nearer to God, to enrich the soul, to 
enlarge, ennoble personality, to make 
us more serviceable and fruitful in the 
Saviour’s service. We are _ sanctified 
through suffering. 

Every life has its own peculiar afflic- 
tions. Soon or late, the cold, biting 
wind of adversity beats against us, and 
life loses its tranquility and joy. Health 
fails, loved ones are laid low, then, after 
anxious days of watching and waiting, 
are taken from us. Perhaps one we 
fondly loved and from whom we ex- 
pected so much goes far astray and 
disappoints us keenly. Maybe we suf- 
fer affliction of soul through some 
hidden sin, some secret fear, some phys- 
ical disability. We have found the 
brightest cheeriest souls carrying such 
heavy burdens, and yet so ready to 
share the burdens of others. Behind 
all our afflictions there is God’s wise, 
beneficent purpose, for “he doth not 
afflict willingly” (Lam. 3:33). If we 
are faithfully seeking to serve the 
Saviour, then even our moral and spir- 
itual failures are overruled by God to 
work for our good. When Paul wrote, 
“We know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God” (Rom. 
8:28), he intended that nothing should 
be excluded. 

Experience teaches us that affliction 
draws us nearer to God. When our way 
is prosperous and smooth, we are so 
apt to become proud, ambitious, cov- 
etous, worldly. Our love for wealth 
expels our love for God, for His Word, 
His will, His service. “In my pros- 
perity I said, I shall never be moved,” 
but in his success the Psalmist some- 
how lost the favor and peace of God. 
“Thou didst hide thy face, and I was 
troubled” (Psa. 30:6, 7). When the 
sun ceases to shine and life is beset by 
storm and wind, then, conscious of our 
weakness and helplessness, we are 
driven to our knees to find shelter in 
God. God said of Israel, “In their 
affliction they will seek me early” (Hos. 
5:15). As the vessel makes for the 
harbor in the storm, so the soul, buf- 
feted by the wind of adversity, seeks 
its refuge in God. 

The Bible is full of illustrations of 
men and women seeking God in trou- 
ble. Affliction does for us what pros- 
perity can never do, it robs us of our 
foolish pride, our boastfulness, our self- 
confidence, and causes us to realize our 
weakness and helplessness, and we look 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“It is not the will of your Father 
which is in heaven, that one of 
these little ones should perish” 
(Matt. 18:14). 
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upward saying, “Hold thou me up, and 
I shall be safe” (Psa. 119:117). When 
trouble comes, God becomes more real, 
prayer more helpful, and the Word 
more precious. Then we sing with a 
new meaning: 
Nearer my God to Thee, 
Nearer to Thee! 
Ee’n though it be a cross 
That raiseth me. 

Then affliction is necessary before 
God’s loving purpose can be fulfilled 
in us. The blacksmith must heat and 
soften the steel before he can work it 
to his will. Even so the soul, which 
tends to become hardened and selfish, 
needs to be put through the fire of 
affliction to prove it, to soften it, to 
make it truer and purer, more thought- 
ful, sympathetic, loving. Job in many 
afflictions said, “When he hath tried 
me, I shall come forth as gold” (Job 
23:10). C. H. Spurgeon, who suffered 
most excruciating pain at times, said, 
“I owe more to the fire, hammer, chisel 
than to anything else, in my Lord’s 
workshop.” Those quieter graces of 
tenderness, thoughtfulness, gentleness, 
patience, are the fruit of sorrow and 
suffering. It was said of Sir Ernest 
Shackleton that, so deeply did the 
pangs of hunger burn themselves into 
his memory on the Discovery expe- 
dition, that he made it a habit to feed 
every hungry person he met. A group 
of hungry street waifs would wait out- 
side his office in Regent Street, and he 
never failed to take them into a res- 
taurant to give them a good meal. 

In the hard school of trouble char- 
acter is developed. ‘Those who pass 
through the fierce fires of affliction in 
their Christian youth reveal in later 
years remarkable moral and _ spiritual 
qualities. The Prophet Jeremiah said, 
“It is good for a man that he bear the 
yoke in his youth” (Lam. 3:27). 

Mary Slessor, the White Queen of Cal- 
abar, was often thrust out into the cold 
by her drunken father when she was a 
girl in Dundee. Many a time she had 
to go to the pawnbrokers with furniture 
or clothes to get money for food. Those 
early sufferings filled her with such a 
hatred for alcohol that, when in Africa, 
her eyes blazed with anger when the 
European traders tried to sell liquor to 
the natives, whose moral and spiritual 
welfare was her greatest concern. She 
so cowed and shamed them that they 
ceased to trouble her. Affliction will 
do for us what nothing else will do. 
It develops the best in us and greatly 
increases our influence for Christ. With- 
out faith in God, it may well have the 
opposite effect, making us cowardly, 
cynical, irritable, a burden to others. 

The grand ultimate purpose of afflic- 
tion is to train and discipline our souls 
for eternity. This life is the soul’s 
training school for the higher life of 
eternity—“Things learned on earth we 
shall practice in Heaven” (Browning). 
If we could think thus of our afflictions, 
how it would transform them! How it 
would lighten their weight! It was in 


- this light that Paul looked at his many 


troubles, distresses, perplexities, per- 
secutions within and without’ the 
churches (2 Cor. 4:8-10). He was there- 





fore able to say with perfect confidence 
“Our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory” 


(v. 17). When life’s sore afflictions are 
seen in the light of eternity, then we are 
able in “every thing” to “give thanks” 
(1 Thess. 5:18), and to say with Paul, 
“T reckon the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be revealed 
in us” (Rom. 8:18). Speaking to an old 
man engaged in breaking stones on a 
quiet country road in Scotland, I asked 
him if he did not find his job wearying 
and monotonous. No, he said, for the 
Christian hope of eternal life gave him 
inward peace of soul and the courage 
to go on doing his daily task. 

At the end of life’s brief day, and 
when its mysteries are resolved, we 
shall see how necessary our afflictions 
were for our highest good, and we shall 
declare, “He hath done all things well” 
(Mark 7:37). When Professor Rainy, 
the great Scottish theologian and 
preacher was a boy, his father told him, 
giving him a first lesson in life, that 
there had been certain things in his 
experience so sore that they seemed 
simply intolerable, and yet, looking 
back, he saw that of all that had befallen 
him these were what he could not have 
done without. Such will be the testi- 
mony of every trustful soul with the 
passing years, and with the Psalmist 
we shall be able to say: “It is good 
for me that I have been afflicted; that 
I might learn thy statutes.” 





= [ep Notes on™ 
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Did Moses and Elijah Go to 
Paradise or to Heaven? 


Will you please help me and my 
class with a problem? In the July 2 
issue of THE SuNnDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
under “Notes on Open Letters” you 
discussed “Where Do Our Souls Go 
When We Die?” My understanding 
of. the Scriptures follows yours on 
this, but I cannot fit in the presence 
of Elijah and Moses with Christ on 
the Mount of Transfiguration, before 
Christ “led captivity captive.” Where 
did they come from—Paradise of 
Heaven? Also, when Enoch and Eli- 
jah were translated to Heaven with- 
out dying, did Enoch walk with God 
only to Paradise or on to Heaven? 
Did Elijah ride in the chariot only 
to Paradise? 2 Kings 2:11 says that 
he went into Heaven. Are we thet 
to assume that there were some who 
did not go first to Paradise to await 


(Continued on page 723) 
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God's Faithfulness Through Faithful Women 


The story of the Woman’s Union Missionary Society 
By BETH JADERQUIST PADDON 


long morning in the dispensary 

in India’s one-hundred-degree 
temperature, the missionary-doctor was 
still able to smile as she came into the 
screened veranda of the hospital. She 
went first to the young patient who 
had kept her up most of the night. 
“Look, Shanti, you have a fine baby 


\ LTHOUGH very weary from the 


girl!” 

But Shanti kept her head turned 
away and, only after repeated encour- 
agement, half turned and _ almost 
shouted: “I don’t want her—I don’t 
want her! She’ll only bring me trou- 
ble.” And true to her word, it was not 


long before she slipped out of the 
compound of the mission’s Women’s 
Home which had given her love and 
shelter during her time of trouble, and 
left the baby behind. 


This baby was fortunate, for she 
could be named Rajkumari (Princess) 
and enjoy the loving care of the hos- 
pital nursery until old enough to walk 
and join the other toddlers in the 
kindergarten. Then, unless a Christian 
family would want to adopt her, she 
could go to the mission’s orphanage- 
school and have an education that mil- 
lions of little girls in India are not 
privileged to receive. Then Raj could 
come back to her former hospital-home 
and train as a nurse. And after that, 
she not only could but did go to Bible 
school, for this is a true story, and 
Rajkumari became the wife of an In- 
dian pastor and has for years taken 
her place in a Christian home and 
Christian community. Many such lives, 
transformed by Christ through the 
co-ordinated ministries of preaching, 
teaching, and healing for which Christ 
Jesus Himself gave the pattern, are 
evidence of the commission of God to 
the Woman’s Union Missionary Society 
during an entire century. 


Babies No Longer Unwanted 


Many years ago the story of Shanti’s 
deserted baby would have been far 
different, and so it has been for thou- 
sands of babies and children. Now, in- 
stead of being unwanted, abandoned, 
left to die, or just unloved year after 
year, or given to the temple gods, they 
find love and a purpose for life. The 
missionary-doctor looks about her to- 
day, sees the simple hospital filled with 
women patients, the yard crowded with 
their relatives and children, and thanks 
God for the vision .of those courageous 
Women one hundred years ago who 
were moved with the compassion of 
Christ to do something for their less 
fortunate Eastern sisters, whose physi- 
cal sufferings are almost unbelievable. 

The Hindu religion states that a 
Woman has no soul, therefore her only 
hope in the next world is to serve her 





The Prime Minister of India, Jawa- 
harlal Nehru, is credited with having 
said in an address, a few years ago, 
that “the most exciting and hopeful 
thing happening in India is not in- 
dustrialization, or advancement in 
science, or rural development, but 
the education of women.” One hun- 
dred years ago, however, God gave a 
group of American women a vision 
of the opportunity of reaching 
women of the Orient with the 
Gospel through the entering wedge 
of simple education in the homes 
forbidden to men missionaries. Here 
is the amazing story of how they 
were “not disobedient unto the 
heavenly vision.” 








husband, who is to her god, so faith- 
fully that she will merit a higher status 
in the next reincarnation. Little girls 
are wives and widows before they 
know the meaning of either, and are 
mothers as they enter their teens. 
Anemic, weakened by continual ma- 
laria and many other diseases, they are 
overworked and overburdened in every 
way. If this is what the doctor sees 
today, think what the plight of these 
dear women was one-hundred years 
ago, yes, even fifty years ago! 

But before one could render physical 
aid so sorely needed, or bring simple 
education as a wedge to the more im- 
portant spiritual help, great barriers 
had to be broken down. Women iso- 
lated all their lives from the outside 
world presented a great challenge but 
an even greater problem to the mis- 
sionary in Eastern countries. 

When, at last, the women’s quarters, or 
zenanas, were unlocked to the visit of 
a woman, there was still the resistance 
of centuries to face. After fifty years 
of zenana ministry in a large city of 
India, a visit was made in 1910 to the 
home of a government official, a man 
of rare intelligence and culture. Ask- 








Like a Tree 
By Clara Fennema 


HE Christian’s life is like a tree 
Along the riverside. 
Close by the everlasting fount, 
He will in grace abide. 


He stands amid the storms of life, 
Unshaken and unmoved. 
His roots go deep, and their true 
strength 
The raging winds have proved. 


The fruit is good and bountiful, 

Most beautiful to see. 
His life is hid, with Christ, in God, 
To live eternally. 
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ing about the recent marvels of elec- 
tricity in the States, the missionary 
saw the wistful eyes of. his wife and 
the interest that she must be express- 
ing in her rapid questions. He did 
not answer her and passed over his 
negligence with a casual but emphatic 
statement to his guest that she would 
not understand. 

“Why not tell her that we have car- 
riages that run without horses and 
lights that are lit without matches?” 

But the gentleman doggedly persisted, 
“How could she possibly understand, 
she knows nothing!” 

If this were true in a more privileged 
home, what about the millions of un- 
derprivileged women? The tireless ef- 
forts of love by the zenana missionaries 
were like a many-sided jewel. They 
taught embroidery, knitting, and other 
handiwork, which filled otherwise vac- 
uous hours. There were lessons in 
simple hygiene and child care. They 
helped them learn to read from the 
simple narratives of the Gospels. Then 
think what it meant to hear about 
God’s plan of redemption from the 
scene in Simon’s house where Jesus 
receives the homage of a woman “who 
was a sinner.” 


The Birth of a New Concept 


How did all this begin? How was it 
that, at a time when American women 
themselves enjoyed few privileges of 
freedom or education, a time of tragic 
civil war within its boundaries, cou- 
rageous and dedicated women set them- 
selves to a task that was to revolutionize 
the history of missions? It was 
because, as early as 1834, the Rev. 
David Abeel, a godly missionary from 
China, visited in the home of Mrs. 
Thomas C. Doremus in New York and 
shared with her friends an impassioned 
plea for help for the deplorable con- 
dition of Oriental women. He stirred 
their hearts to sympathy and their wills 
to action by the story of their deg- 
radation and misery. Men mission- 
aries were reaching Chinese men, but 
the women were considered too stupid 
to learn. From such bondage of ig- 
norance and inhumanity their cry for 
help could not be easily pushed aside, 
“Are there no female men to come to 
teach us?” 

And so a new concept was born—a 
conviction and then a reality—that it 
was the responsibility of women to 
reach their sisters. A “woman’s work 
for women” began, and, with its driv- 
ing force, set the example for all 
women’s missions. 

It is hard to believe today that the 
sending out of single women as mis- 
sionaries was so unthinkable that the 
established mission boards continued to 
reject the urgent pleas from the field 
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for another twenty-six years. But one 
morning in the spring of 1860, Mrs. 
Francis B. Mason, a Baptist missionary 
from Burma, presented an appeal to 
the New York Female Bible Society 
to send women as Bible readers into 
the India zenanas. Although this was 
well within the scope of their work, it 
could not be handled by their local 
organization, and since the men of the 
mission boards were still adamant 
against the pleas for “female men,” an 
independent missionary society became 
a necessity. Thus the Woman’s Union 
Missionary Society came into being, 
with an undenominational platform, 


managed by unsalaried officers, to labor . 


‘ through women in a ministry to women 
and girls. Although the years have 
brought many changes, it is just as es- 
sential today to have women doctors, 
nurses, teachers, and evangelists to per- 
form tasks among women, which men 
are prohibited from by national cus- 
toms. Other women’s denominational 
boards were subsequently organized in 
the denominations, but, in the provi- 
dence of God, this society was given 
the privilege of being the first in many 
spheres of endeavor. The work cen- 
tralized in India, China, and Japan, 
and has been maintained during an 
entire century in every form of mis- 
sionary work for women and girls— 
zenana visiting, orphanages, boarding 
and day schools, hospitals and nurses’ 
training schools, dispensaries, Bible 
schools, rescue homes and _ industrial 
schools, and evangelistic teaching. 
A brief chronology of the progress of 
the work may prove interesting: 
1860.—First women’s mission society 
in the United States organized; 
first interdenominational mis- 
sion. 
1861.—First single woman missionary 
from United States sent to 
Burma, Miss Sara Marston of 
Boston. 
1862.—First missionary to the zenanas 
of India, Miss H. G. Brittan. 
Mission in Calcutta established 
and first day school for girls 


in the city. 
1868.—Allahabad, India, the Central 
Girls’ School the first of its 


kind; day schools and zenana 
ministry. 

1869.—The first day and boarding 
school for Chinese girls opened 
in Peking. In 1880, merged with 
the Bridgman School in Shang- 
hai, which had been established 
in 1850. 

1871—Two women doctors sent to 
India: Dr. Sara C. Seward and 
Dr. Mary F. Seelye, the latter 
establishing a Child’s Hospital 
in Calcutta, the first of its kind 
in the East. The first girls’ 
boarding school in Japan, Dore- 
mus School, started in Yoko- 
hama by Mrs. Louise Pierson. 

1880.—Mission established in Kampur, 
India, day schools and zenana 
teaching. Later, 1896-97, the 
Mary A. Merriman School and 
Orphanage founded. 

1883.—Dr. Elizabeth Reifsnyder went 
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to Shanghai, taking with her 
the first missionary nurse to 
enter China, when that lan- 
guage contained no word for 
“nurse.” Result, the Margaret 
Williamson Hospital established 
and, in 1891, Bible training aug- 
mented the evangelistic work. 

1894—Bible Training School organ- 
ized in Yokohama, Japan, by 
Miss Susan Pratt. 

1900.—Dr. Alice L. Ernst moved from 
Calcutta to Jhansi, India. Ac- 
kerman-Hoyt Memorial Hos- 
pital established. 

1905.—Fatehpur, India, the Women’s 
Home and Lily Lytle Broadwell 
Hospital opened. 

1917—Ann Murray Dispensary in Ja- 
hanabad, thirty miles from 
Fatehpur, built. 


1948.—Kalvari Bible School in Alla- 

habad, India, begun. 

1956.—The sixty-five-year-old Mission 

Hospital in Multan, West Pakis- 
tan, taken over from a sister 
society. 

The home office of the Woman's 
Union Missionary Society is at 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 10. Information and 
literature may be obtained from this 
address. A monthly periodical, The 
Missionary Link, has continued without 
interruption since January, 1861. 

The seal of the Society bears the 
inscription, “Oh, woman, great is thy 
faith, be it unto thee, even as thou 
wilt.” To this Christ-given warrant 
for its existence and message through- 
out a century of service, can now be 
added, “Great is thy faithfulness!” _ 


NEw York City. 


1. Shall Eternal Security Be Abandoned? 


By JOHN W. SANDERSON, JR. 


This article reviews the book, “Life in the Son,” by Robert Lee Shank. 
(Wescott Publishers, Springfield, Mo., $4.95.) 


66 HE testimony of one whose study 

of the Scriptures led him to aban- 
don a definition of doctrine he once 
cherished, and who sincerely hopes that 
his endeavor will encourage others to re- 
examine a doctrine of critical practical 
importance,” (p. vii) such is Robert 
Shank’s appraisal of his own book, “Life 
in the Son.” The “once cherished” doc- 
trine he discusses is eternal security, or 
the perseverance of the saints. 

Robert Lee Shank is presently pastor 
of the Baptist Church of Louisburg, 
Mo., a graduate of Southwest Bible 
College and Northeast Missouri State 
College. He also attended Ottawa Uni- 
versity and William Jewell College. His 
book, though controversial, breathes for 
the most part an irenic spirit. His oc- 
casional jibes at opponents are balanced 
by a declaration of his belief in their 
sincerity and godliness. Nonetheless, 
the jibes appear to him to be justified, 
for when the opponents are viewed 
through his eyes they become per- 
verters and abusers of the Word of 
Truth and some efforts to unsettle them 
seem indicated. 

Mr. Shank has approached his subject 
with creditable reserve and scholarly 
objectivity. He has good control of the 
Greek language (the study is largely 
confined to the New Testament), and 
he shows acquaintance with the best 
of grammarians, commentators, and 
theologians. He has analyzed one vast 
group of verses in the Bible with depth 
and care. To comment on every aspect 
of his discussion in a review is mani- 
festly impossible; a relatively few pas- 
sages will therefore be dealt with. 

It will be convenient to consider Mr. 
Shank’s thoughts as they may be 
grouped under three heads: His exe- 
gesis of key passages; his basic theo- 
logical position, which grows out of 


this exegesis; and the significance of 
the omission of certain key portions of 
the Scriptures. 


EXEGESIS OF KEy PASSAGES 


The author begins his discussion by 
defining faith. The faith that saves is 
“a living faith in a living Saviour, faith 
so vital that it cannot avoid expression” 
(p. 7). This excludes from the number 
of believers those who have “no sincere 
intention” of following Jesus, as well 
as those who have “no real concern for” 
the Gospel. “ ‘Faith’ is dead that finds 
no expression in good works” (p. 8). 
It is evident that faith and repentance 
go hand in hand—“there cannot be one 
without the other” (p. 15). Repent- 
ance “is concerned, not merely with sor- 
row for the past, but even more with 
our intention for the future. . .. We 
cannot accept Christ as Saviour apart 
from a definite change of heart, mind, 
and will involving the whole of life 
and all our affections and intentions” 
(p. 17, italics the reviewer’s). 

After showing that salvation is only 
in Christ, and only by grace, Mr. Shank 
proceeds to the question, “Can eternal 
life be forfeited?” With an appeal to 
four passages in the Gospels, he argues 
that salvation can be lost when the in- 
dividual ceases to be a believer. First 
of all, he cites Luke 8:4-15, the Parable 
of the Sower. Here, Christ describes 
the various responses to preaching. 
The Devil takes the Word from some 
“Jest they should believe and be saved” 
(v. 12). Mr. Shank insists that “be- 
lieve” is “clearly a believing unto sal- 
vation.” Since the same word is used 
of those who “have no root, which for 
a while believe, and in time of temp- 
tation fall away” (v. 13), he argues 
that “believe” must have the same 
meaning in each case (unless one’s exe- 


(Continued on page 720) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





“ESURGENCE of Old Religions in 
India.—One of the very best mis- 
sionary papers published anywhere, in 
my opinion, is New Life, issued in Mel- 
bourne, Australia, from which I have 
quoted more than once on previous oc- 
casions. In a recent issue there is a very 
significant article on the resurgence of 
old religions in India, by Major R.P.D. 
Snow of the Poona and Indian Village 
Mission, from which I would like to 
quote this single paragraph. 
“Religiously we find India _ stirring 
herself as never before. There is evi- 
dence of a resurgence of the old re- 
ligions, amazingly along the lines of 
Christian missionary methods. For in- 
stance, the Governor of Bombay, in 
opening a new Jain Temple a few days 
ago, is reported in ‘The Times of India’ 
as saying that ‘Jainism and Hinduism 
preached the gospel of peace and hap- 
piness for which the fearstricken world 
yearned today. It was therefore neces- 
sary, the Governor declared, ‘for the 
followers of these faiths to translate 
into practice the precepts of the two 
religions through humanitarian service 
like the Christian missionaries. - 
Stress is being laid by educational au- 
thorities upon the ‘spiritual’ life of 
students from primary school to uni- 
versity. As an example of this, it is 
interesting that, in a teachers’ training 
college very near our mission house 
here in Bhor, we hear the students in 
their morning devotions from a very 
early hour. This would appear to be 
quite an innovation in Government in- 
stitutions of this secular state of India, 
and indicative of the present general 
trend.” 


The Church of Judas—The Monthly 
Record of the Free Church of Scotland 
has a paragraph in its last issue carry- 
ing the information that a new organ- 
ization has arisen in Scotland called 
the “Church of Judas,” and that one of 
the sights now to be seen in Scotland 
is that of a man carrying a cross and 
advertising this new organization. This 
thoroughly conservative journal has 
some very penetrating remarks to make 
Tegarding this new cult, which are 
worth quoting. 

“This modern missionary is acting in 
the interests of a Spiritualist body who, 
in their necromantic excursions, claim 
to have made contact with Judas Is- 
cariot, and think that the betrayer of 
our Lord has suffered the contempt of 
men for quite long enough. Judas, ap- 
parently, is now trying to make amends 
for his betrayal of Jesus by founding a 
church on earth. What next! Is there 


any limit to the extremes of nonsense 
and irreverence that men will go to 
when they turn away from the Gospel 
of Grace? 

“It is not often, however, that a heret- 
ical movement describes itself with any 
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regard for truth and accuracy; but, in 
this instance, Spiritualism has been un- 
guardedly and unintentionally honest. 
It is indeed ‘The Church of Judas,’ 
and such contacts as it may have with 
the other world are certainly with the 
region to which that man went of 
whom Jesus said, ‘Woe unto that man 
by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! 
It had been good for that man if he 
had not been born.’ 

“The idea of the founding of a 
‘church’ in the name of Judas Iscariot 
must be repugnant and revolting to 
all right-minded people, and that such 
an idea could be conceived is proof 
of the complete alienation of the mind 
of fallen man from the mind of God.” 


Too Little and Too Late in Formosa? 
—Mr. Dick Hillis, the director of Orient 
Crusades, in a recent visit to Formosa 
reported that he had seen, at Taipei, a 
half million citizens participating in 
an extravagant celebration honoring a 
local deity known as the City God. 
These citizens spent two million dollars 
on this celebration, in paying for the 
sacrifices which they offered of chickens, 
fish, fruit, and the like. Hillis says: 
“Many of these devotees worship and 
sacrifice because they have not been 
told of the one true God who gave His 
Son to provide salvation for sinful 
man. It is the same old story—the 
church in America has gotten here with 
‘too little—too late. We must double 
our prayers, our giving, and our work.” 


A Lost Opportunity at Bevan’s Fu- 
neral.—I have just read an article from 
a British mewspaper describing the 
memorial service for the late Aneurin 
Bevan, held in Westminster Abbey, at 
which, says the article, was a great 
gathering of “the great, the near-great, 
the titled and the successful.” The 
service was in charge of Dr. Mervyn 
Stockwood, the Bishop of Southwark, 
Mr. Bevan’s friend for 20 years. Mr. 
Bevan was an absolute agnostic, who 
had no use for the Christian Faith, or 
anything pertaining to it, and of course 
had no hope of a life to come. Here 
would have been a great opportunity 
for the preaching of the Gospel that 
gives eternal life. Instead, the Bishop 
almost praised Mr. Bevan for his un- 
belief. These are the words of the 
Bishop: 

“Aneurin Bevan hated humbug, and 
he would not wish me to pretend he 
was other than he was—a humanist 
and an agnostic. But he was not an 
atheist in the conscious sense of the 
word, for although he did not believe 
in a personal God, he had a profound 
reverence for the mystery of life, and 
that is why some Christians and men 
of other religious persuasions were able 
to work happily with him. 

“We began at different  starting- 
points and we ended at different fin- 
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ishing-posts, but in between there was 
common ground. So far as this service 
is concerned he would view it with a 
mixture of suspicion because he would 
be doubtful of the context, respect be- 
cause he would honour the intention 
of sincere men no matter how much 
he might disagree with them.” 

I cannot help but believe that the 
hundreds in that audience who were 
not Christians went away more con- 
vinced than ever that they could con- 
clude that, after all, this matter of faith 
in Christ is not of any deep significance. 
And how wrong such a _ conclusion 
would be! 

Preparation for the Worship of the 
Beast.—There can be no doubt that , 
throughout the world, as faith in God 
declines, and almost disappears in Com- 
munist countries, that there will be an 
increasing deification of man, and 
especially of a few outstanding contem- 
porary leaders. This is only a prep- 
aration for the worship of the beast, 
predicted for us in Revelation 13. The 
following item concerning such tend- 


encies in Red China only confirms 
this statement: “Where Confucianism, 
Buddhism, and Taoism once claimed 


the allegiance of the millions of China, 
returning travelers today report that 
‘the old gods are falling into disrepair 
and neglect in their ancient temples,’ 
while colored lithographs of Mao’s smil- 
ing countenance are seen in ever-in- 
creasing numbers, in ‘nearly every 
home, shop, public gathering place— 
and in the temples themselves.’ Mul- 
titudes today seem sincerely to regard 
Mao as the friendly but infallible source 
of all political, cultural, military, eco- 
nomic, and philosophic wisdom. He has, 
in his country, surpassed the position 
of mass adulation and personal power 
once held by Joseph Stalin in Russia, 
and has now reached a place of prestige 
in the Communist world comparable 
only to the pinnacles of power once 
occupied by Lenin himself.” 

Bibles in Israel.—The current issue of 
the Bible Society Record gives the very 
interesting information that 30 per cent 
of the curriculum of the schools in 
Israel today consists of Bible reading 
and study. Though most of those in 
Israel are able to read Hebrew, there 
is a great demand for Scriptures in 
other languages. Up until last year, 
all Bibles were imported from abroad, 
but in 1959 the complete Hebrew Bible 
was printed in Israel for the first time. 

Information on Subversive and Un- 
American Activities—May I suggest 
that anyone who wishes to be thor- 
oughly up to date on the organizations 
of our country that are attempting to 
undermine our democratic institutions 
and infiltrate our land with Commun- 
istic thought, send to the Government 
Printing Office in Washington, D. C., 
for two invaluable booklets, the An- 
nual Report for 1959 of the Committee 
on Un-American Activities, and the 
Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications (revised as of January 2, 
1957) which is House Document No. 226 
of the Eighty-Fifth Congress, first ses- 
sion. 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION 


Psa. 8:1 O Lorp our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all 
who hast set thy glory above the heavens. 


the earth! 





International Uniform Lesson 





THE GREATNESS OF GOD 


Psalms 8; 104; printed text, 8; 104:1-4 


Golden Text.—O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! 


—Psa. 8:9 


9 O Lorp our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the 


earth! 


2 Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou or- 


dained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest 


still the enemy and the avenger. 


3 When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the 
moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; 
4 What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son 


of man, that thou visitest him? 


5 For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, 
and hast crowned him with glory and honour. 

6 Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of 
thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet: 


majesty. 


Psa. 104:1 Bless the Lorp O my soul. 
thou art very great; thou art clothed with honour and 


2 Who coverest thyself with light as with a garment 
who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain: 


3 Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters: 


fire. 


7 All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field; 


8 The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatso- 
ever passeth through the paths of the seas. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


who maketh the clouds his chariot: who walketh upon the 
wings of the wind: 


4 Who maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming 


the Inter- 


International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE Book of Psalms has always 
4 a very warm place in the 

hearts of God’s people. There are 
probably two reasons for this popu- 
larity: (1) they reflect every mood of 
human experience, and, (2) they exalt 
the Lord Jesus Christ in His various 
perfections and offices. 

The Psalms are divided into five books 
and each is clearly marked by a ter- 
minating doxology. The Psalter begins 
with God blessing man (Psa. 1), and 
ends with man blessing God (Psa. 150). 
This is the proper sequence of things, 
and it cannot be reversed. 

Among the great themes of this por- 
tion of the Old Testament is the great- 
ness and glory of God. This is primary 
and fundamental. If we do not have 
right thoughts here, then everything 
else will be badly out of focus. We 
need constantly to remind ourselves 
that the popular god of modern thought 
is not the God of the Bible. This 
twentieth century creation is a 
wretched counterfeit of the true. It is 
soft, indulgent, and even fickle, exer- 
cising a good-natured tolerance toward 
evil and a semi-indifference toward hu- 
man affairs. 

The true and living God, on the other 
hand, is infinitely righteous, transcend- 
ent, omnipotent, omniscient, and yet 
gracious. To know Him is the acme 
of all knowledge. 


Verse by Verse 

Psa. 8:1—“O Lord our Lord, how 
excellent is thy name in all the earth! 
who hast set thy glory above the 
heavens.” This inspired song both be- 
gins and concludes with an outburst of 
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praise to God. Despite the ravages of 
sin, His name is excellent, or glorious. 
Elsewhere it is announced that His 
glory is declared in the heavens (Psa. 
19:1), but here we are told that His 
glory is seen above them. We who 
live on this side of the Cross and Resur- 
rection can appreciate this statement 
in a special way, inasmuch as the glori- 
fied Christ is exalted “far above all 
heavens, that he might fill all things” 
(Eph. 4:10). 

Verse 2.—“Out of the mouth of babes 
and sucklings hast thou ordained 
strength because of thine enemies, that 
thou mightest still the enemy and the 
avenger.” Is it not startling that such 
a glorious God as this should have en- 
emies? True; but nevertheless He has, 
and very determined ones at that. The 
chief “avenger” is Satan who ever seeks 
to usurp divine authority. But how 
does the Almighty deal with these? 
Not by crushing them with His might, 
but by turning the very essence of 
human weakness into irresistible 
strength. What is weaker than a baby 
and suckling? Yet the Lord uses them 
to silence His foes. From them flows 
His praises, and this silences His critics. 
A concrete illustration of this is found 
in the story of Matthew 21: 14-16. 


Verse 3—“‘When I consider’ thy 
heavens, the work of thy fingers, the 
moon and the stars, which thou hast 
ordained.” The Psalmist now turns 
from the tenderness of the cradle to 
the transcendence of creation. What a 
contrast! Both the infant and the firma- 
ment are His production, and He glori- 
fies Himself in both. The fact that the 
sun is not mentioned here might sug- 
gest that David’s contemplation was at 
night. Doubtless, these things often 
had engaged his thoughts as he shep- 
herded his sheep. 


e 

Verse 4—“‘What is man, that thou 
art mindful of him?” The heavenly 
bodies in their magnitude and magni- 
ficence constantly function according 
to their Creator’s bidding, and they 
serve His glory. Why should He, there- 
fore, concern Himself with sinful, puny 
man? It is nothing short of astonish- 
ing condescension that He should be 
bothered with him. 


Verse 5.—“For thou hast made him a 
little lower than the angels, and hast 
crowned him with glory and honour.” 
This Psalm mentions several kinds of 
created life—fish, birds, beasts, men, 
and angels. Man’s place in this scale 
is somewhat inferior to angels, for these 
are only spirit (Heb. 1:14 ff.), while 
man is composed of spirit, soul, and 
body (1 Thess. 5:23). Despite this im 
feriority, however, God has conferred 
on man a dignity that reflects some- 
thing of His own character. As man 
came fresh from the hand of God, he 
occupied a position of dignity, wisdom, 
and glory. Of course, the Fall marred 
all this. 


Verse 6—“Thou madest him to have 
dominion over the: works of thy hands; 
thou hast put all things under his feet.” 
Notice the word “lower” in verse 5, and 
the word “over” in verse 6. This makes 
it clear that while man was made in- 
ferior to the angel, he was created 
superior to the beast. This is very 
important, for it plainly distinguishes 
man from the animal. Unfallen Adam 
was originally given dominion over all 
the lower creatures (see Gen. 1:26-28). 
He was made a king and God’s viceroy. 


Verse 7—“All sheep and oxen, yea, 
and the beasts of the field.” This do- 
minion included both domestic and non- 
domestic animals. 


Verse 8—“The fowl of the air, and 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


O Lorp my God, 











the fi: 
passeth 
Both b 
control 
of Dar 
of Ne 
birds, 
fish (2: 
Vers 
cellent 
How v 
itation 
of wor: 
Psa. 
soul. . 
clothec 
is ano’ 
greatn 
rule t 
with a 
Vers 
light a 
out th 
seems 
two d 
the di 
that | 
earth; 
lower 
Psalmi 
ay, 
stretch 
Vers 
his c 
maketl 
walket 
The \ 
first h 
clouds 
verse 
earth, 
God’s 
creatic 
provid 
also m 
mover 
ployec 
benefi 
clouds 
Ver: 
spirits 
The } 
ment 
here 
contrc 
also c 
all se 
highe: 


The H 


The 
psalm 
awe. 
in ou 
midge 
ments 
insigr 
other 

Thi 
work 
God 
from 
to th 
know 
each 
provi 
His | 

As 


Septe 





lent: 


ters: 
the 


ning 


nter- 


hou 
aly 
gni- 
ling 
hey 
re- 
uny 
ish- 





TeBae AF? B 


ro - 


)- 
1- 












the fish of the sea, and whatsoever 
passeth through the paths of the seas.” 
Both birds and fish were under Adam’s 
control. Later on we read in the Book 
of Daniel that God gave into the hand 
of Nebuchadnezzar men, beasts, and 
birds, but no mention is made of the 
fish (2:38). 

Verse 9.—“O Lord our Lord, how ezx- 
cellent is thy name in all the earth!” 
How very fitting that this moving med- 
itation should culminate in this outburst 
of worship! 

Psa. 104:1—“Bless the Lord, O my 
soul... . thow art very great; thou art 
clothed with honour and majesty.” This 
is another testimony of creation to the 
greatness of the Lord. His beneficent 
rule throughout nature provides Him 
with a cloak of royal glory. 

Verse 2.—‘Who coverest thyself with 
light as with a garment: who stretchest 
out the heavens like a curtain.” This 
seems to be a plain echo of the first 
two days of creation. On those days 
the divine light dispelled the darkness 
that had wrapped itself around the 
earth; the atmospheric heavens, or 
lower firmament, were established. The 
Psalmist describes the canopy of the 
sky, likening it to a tent curtain 
stretched out over the earth. 


Verse 3.—“Who layeth the beams of 
his chambers in the waters: who 
maketh the clouds his chariot: who 
walketh upon the wings of the wind.” 
The waters above the earth are the 
first heavens; i.e, the heavens of the 
clouds. Whereas these are viewed in 
verse 2 as providing a canopy over the 
earth, they are seen in verse 3 as 
God’s equipment for providing for His 
creation. These chamber-clouds, which 
provide rain for earth’s sustenance are 
also mobile, and the Lord controls their 
movements. The poetic imagery em- 
ployed here dramatically indicates the 
beneficial uses that He makes of the 
clouds and the winds. 


Verse 4—‘Who maketh his angels 
spirits; his ministers a flaming fire.” 
The New Testament quotes this state- 
ment almost exactly as we have it 
here (Heb. 1:7). The great God who 
controls all of nature’s physical forces 
also controls all spiritual forces. These 
all serve His sovereign purposes to the 
highest good of His creatures. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The meditative reading of these two 
psalms leaves us with a fresh sense of 
awe. We feel as though we have been 
in outer space looking down on this 
midget planet and watching the move- 
ments of its various forms of life. How 
insignificant it all is! And yet, on the 
other hand, how significant also! 

This is all the mighty and skilled 
workmanship of a master workman. 
God in His wisdom produced it all, 
from the tiny mollusk of the sea depths 
to the flaming orbs of the skies. He 
knows all of these and provides for 
each one. All are dependent on His 
providence. Moreover, these all reflect 
His glory and manifest His wisdom. 
As the crown of His work, so far as 





Last Week’s Lesson 


13. September 25.—Micah’s View of 
pe ae Micah 6:1-8 


Next Week’s Lesson 


2. October 9.—The Adoration of 
CY eee Psalm 24; Ephesians 3:14-21 








earth is concerned, man was originally 
given complete authority over the lower 
creation. Beasts, birds, and even 
aquatic creatures all took their orders 
from Adam before sin entered. He ruled 
as the viceroy of the Creator Himself. 
Everything, without qualification, was 
placed in subjection to him. But 
through disobedience Adam lost all of 
these, and his sin set off a chain re- 
action of terrible consequence that 
threw the whole fair scene into dislo- 
cation. Ever since that black day “the 
whole creation groaneth” (Rom. 8:22), 
and the curse lies unremoved. 

But God has another man in view— 
Christ Jesus. He is the unfallen man, 
the last Adam, who, upon His return, 
will reign over the restored creation, 
and will exercise all the beneficent 
authority and grace that the first Adam 
forfeited. 

In the meantime, God overrules in 
grace and blessing. His majesty and 
might, His transcendent sovereignty, 
His glory and grace are all demon- 
strated in His unfailing dealings with 
His creatures everywhere. “How great 
Thou art!” 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. God’s greatness in the celestial cre- 
ation (Psa. 8: 1-3) 

2. God’s grace in the human creation 
(vv. 4-9) 

3. God’s glory in the material and ani- 
mal creation (chap. 104) 


Topics for Development 


Christ and Creation. We usually as- 
sociate the Lord Jesus with redemption, 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


ROM what source does God some- 

times perfect praise? 

2. How does man compare with the 
angels? 

3. How does man compare with the 
beast? 

4. What position did Adam enjoy 
in Eden before sin entered? 

5. Who is the “last Adam”? 

6. Stars and planets proclaim God’s 
greatness. Where else is this seen? 

7. What principle is illustrated in 
the words, “That thou givest them they 
gather”? 

8. Name an occasion when Jesus 
demonstrated that He was in control of 
the fish. 

9. Name an instance when Jesus 
demonstrated that He was in control 
of the beasts. . 

10. When will the Lord’s name be 
recognized as excellent in all the earth? 


(Answers on page 716) 
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but the Bible also associates Him very 
directly with the whole subject of cre- 
ation. There are three great New Tes- 
tament “first” chapters that do this— 
John 1, Colossians 1, and Hebrews 1. 
These plainly declare that He was the 
great agent in this vast work. 

The 8th Psalm is quoted and ex- 
plained in Hebrews 2:5-9. This pas- 
Sage suggests that this present age is 
subject to angelic agencies (see v. 5), 
whereas the world (or age) to come 
will be subject to human authority. 
And while Adam originally enjoyed 
complete supremacy over creation, he 
lost it through his sin, and “now we 
see not yet all things put under him.” 
In fact, the universal thorns and scars 
bear sad testimony to his fall. 

When Jesus came to earth, He came 
as the “second man” (1 Cor. 15:47), 
holy and sinless. He demonstrated re- 
peatedly His unquestioned authority 
over the lower creation. All nature 
obeyed Him. There are instances in the 
Gospels where a beast, a fowl, a fish, and 
the elements obeyed Him. These are 
little samples of how He will control 
all nature when He will reign as “the 
last Adam” over the millennial earth 
(see Heb. 1:2). 


Practical Applications 

The 104th Psalm recounts the care 
of the Creator for His creation. He 
not only knows and controls all of His 
creatures, but He also provides for their 
welfare. The grass is for the cattle, 
the trees for the birds, and the hills 
for the wild goats. All wait upon Him, 
and feed at His table. 

The principle of this operation is 
stated in the words, “That thou givest 
them they gather” (v. 28). Notice the 
perfect balance here: “Thou givest... 
they gather.” God provides but they 
appropriate. This law applies to my 
own spiritual development today. For 
example, salvation is provided for me 
through the grace of God and the pre- 
cious blood of Christ. The sacrifice is 
over, the Redeemer raised from the 
dead, and God is well satisfied with 
respect to my sin. What more is needed 
if I am to be saved? Simply this: I 
must “gather.” In other words, I must 
make Christ mine by receiving Him. 

The same is true in Christian growth. 
I am given the Word of God and the 
Holy Spirit. I must appropriate these. 
The same applies to the Christian armor; 
I must put it on. Thus the birds and 
beasts that gather what is given them 
may teach me a most important spir- 
itual lesson. Let us always remember 
that faith appropriates what love pro- 
vides. 


Golden Text 

Psalm 8:9.—‘O Lord our Lord, how 
excellent is thy name in all the earth!” 
There is a sense in which this statement 
is not true today. In fact, we might 
say that that name, rather than being 
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excellent, is blasphemed in all the earth. 
However, when Christ reigns as uni- 
versal Lord and all creation owns His 
sway, then His name will indeed be 
everywhere honored. In the meantime, 
it behooves us to exalt it at every op- 
portunity. 


West Patm BEACH, FLA. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“O Lord our Lord, how excellent is 
thy name in all the earth!” (Psa. 8:1.) 
—tThe first and last verses of this Psalm 
declare that the name of Jehovah is to 
be universally glorified in all the earth. 
It is not so now. His name is largely 
used in oaths and curses. 

When Dr. Ironside gave a Jew fifty 
cents more than he asked for repairing 
his umbrella, he did it in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The old man was stunned. He re- 
plied: “In the name of Jesus Christ 
they burned my house in Russia! In 
the name of Jesus Christ they robbed 
me of all that I had! In the name of 
Jesus Christ they drove me and my 
family out into the snow. I have been 
in America four years, and now for the 
first time someone speaks to me in the 
name of Jesus Christ, and gives me 
more money than I ask!” 

When the Lord Jesus returns from 
“His glory above the heavens” to reign 
over the earth, His name shall be uni- 
versally adored and “daily shall he be 
praised” (Psa. 72:15). In the interim, 
let all who are His throughout the 
world “exalt his name together!” 


“Out of the mouth of babes .. . hast 
thou ordained strength because of thine 
enemies . .” (Psa. 8:2).—Our Lord 
quoted this verse to His enemies, the 
chief priests and scribes, when in their 
sore displeasure they asked Him if He 
heard the children in the temple sing- 
ing, “Hosanna to the son of David”! 
(Matt. 21:15, 16.) Perfection of praise 
is found in both natural and spiritual 
babes. How often a little child while 
riding on a bus, train, or plane inno- 
cently but happily. bursts out singing a 
song of praise he or she has learned 
at home or in the Sunday school! It 
not only causes other passengers to be 
silent but puts some of us grownups 
to shame that we were silent! May 
the Lord speed the day when adults 
as well as children shall sing His praise 
continually! 

“When I consider thy heavens . . 
the moon and the stars .. .” (Psa. 8: 3). 
—I have found it delightful and ef- 
fective to consider the heavens while 
lying in a sleeping bag on a mountain 
trail. The stars seem so close that, 
childlike, one imagines he could jump 
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up and totich them! That is an ideal 
time, too, to recall all one’s memory 
gems mentioning creation (such as Gen. 
1:1; John 1:3; Col. 1:16, 17; Rev. 4:11). 
One exults in exclaiming, “What a cre- 
ation, and what a Creator!” Then by 
way of contrast: : 

“What is man, that thou art mindful 
of him?” (Psa. 8:4)—We need this 
vision of our own littleness and in- 
significance. There are many ways of 
answering that question. Man is the 
object of a special creation, the object 
of divine love, and the object of a 
glorious opportunity despite the fact 
that he is a miserable failure in the 
matter of glorifying God and enjoy- 
ing Him constantly! 

He can be forgiven, justified, born 
again, and made an heir of God and a 
joint heir with Christ; and can “re- 
joice in hope of the glory of God” all 
because of Him who came down from 
His excellent glory, and died for our 
sins and rose for our justification. 

“For thou hast made him a little 
lower than the angels .. .” (Psa. 8:5). 
—Although the literal application of 
this passage applies to Adam—for he 
was given “dominion over the fish of 
the sea, and over the fowl of the air, 
and over every living thing that moveth 
upon the earth” (Gen. 1:28); neverthe- 
less we know from the Holy Spirit’s 
use of it that the Lord Jesus is the one 
to whom it perfectly applies. (See Heb. 
2:9.) 

The first man, Adam, was a failure; 
but the last Adam glorified the Father 
on earth and finished the work He was 
given to do. He has been crowned with 
“glory and honour” at the Father’s right 
hand in Heaven. In this we rejoice 
and confess His personal worthiness of 
it! 

“.. . thou hast put all things under 
his feet .. .” (Psa. 8:6).—The Spirit 
informs us in Hebrews 2:8, “We see 
not yet all things put under him.” When 
He takes to Himself His great power 
and reigns (Rev. 11:17), it will be seen 
by all that “all things are put under 
him.” (See Isa. 2:11; 1 Cor. 15: 24-28.) 

“O Lord my God, thou art very great; 
thou art clothed with honour and maj- 
esty” (Psa. 104:1).—If the hymn, “How 
Great Thou Art,” can be sung now in 
such a way as to thrill one’s entire 
being, what will it be in the millen- 
nium when all the earthly and heav- 
enly saints unite to sing: “O Lord my 
God, thou art very great!” Lord, speed 
the day! 


Come then, and added to Thy many crowns, 
Receive yet one, the crown of all the earth; 
Thou, who alone art worthy! 
—Cowper 


Wawona, CatirF. 
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Christ was a friend of sinners, but a 
companion only of the godly. We must 
learn the difference and practice it. If 
we do not befriend sinners, how can 
we bring them to the Saviour? But if we 
become their companions, how can we 
avoid partaking of their sins?—J. C. 
Macaulay. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcESTEeD Hymns 


“QO Worship the King” 
“How Great Thou Art’ 
“Take Time To Be Holy” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 
God, our Father, we thank Thee for 
the gift of life and all that supports it, 
still more for the new life we have by 
receiving Christ. Bless our study here 
today and help us to put ourselves un- 
der Christ’s control that Thy likeness 
may be renewed in us and we may be 
fitted for the dominion over creation 
for which man was made. Be merciful 
to all who live in unbelief and sin. 
Give them repentance and faith in the 
Saviour. Help sick, needy, and sorrow- 
ing ones. Guide perplexed people and 
bring us all through the temptations 
and trials of this life to our heavenly 
Home and portion. Bless Thy servants 
giving the Gospel to the nations and 
turn many to Christ in our time. May 
Thy Kingdom come and Thy will be 
done on earth as in Heaven to the 
glory of Jesus Christ. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Our lesson title is 
“The Greatness of God”; and when we 
sing “How great Thou art,” we echo 
words of our lesson Scriptures; the 
words, “O Lord my God, thou art very 
great” (Psa. 104:1). We echo more of 
the same portion when we sing: 


O tell of His might, at sing of His grace, 
Whose robe is the light ._— canop — 
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds 


and “Gesk is His path on the wings of the 
storm. 

Light as God’s robe and space as His 

canopy echo verse 2 and clouds as 

chariots echo verse 3. 

This lesson, however, speaks of man’s 
as well as God’s greatness. Man may 
seem little in physical size and power, 
but he is great in being made “but 





' UNIVERSAL 
OUR FINAL 


OMINION 
ESTINY 











little lower than God” (Psa. 2:5, A.S.V.), 
for he was made in God’s likeness and 
made to rule God’s creation (vv. 4-6). 
Yet man is today in peril from the 
powers he now has learned to use 
through science and invention. Sin has 
spoiled man’s likeness to God and, no 
longer able to rule himself, his knowl- 
edge and power now imperil man. But, 
through Christ, God’s likeness is re- 
newed in those who turn from sin to 
the Saviour. In them God works an 
inward renewal to be completed when 
we see Christ and are fully like Him. 
Then the dominion for which God has 
made us will be realized as His people 
share with Christ the rule of all things. 
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Be sure you are one of Christ’s people. 
Only then can you become what God 
would have you be in a glorious destiny 
beyond this life. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
By W. Wyeth Willard 
AY, fellows, God’s servant, Billy 


Graham, and his’ song _ leader 
Beverly Shea have helped to make 
popular a hymn that has come to us 
from Europe, “How Great Thou Art.” 
This hymn has won its way into the 
hearts of Christians throughout the 
world because it exalts God. 

God is great for many reasons. Here 
are a few: 

1. He is great in wisdom. 

2. He is great in power. 

3. He is great in love. 

4. He is great in mercy. 

Fellows, God is no dumbbell. Did 
you ever hear of the proverb which is 
said to have come from Arabia? It 
goes like this: 


God can see a black ant 
On a black night 
Walking upon a black rock. 


That is the idea of God among some of 
the peoples in the Near East. But the 
Christian God can read the thoughts of 
a black ant on a black night walking 
upon a black rock. He knows exactly 
what we fellows are doing and thinking 
about. “The eyes of the Lord are in 
every place, beholding the evil and the 
good” (Prov. 15:3). “The Lord knoweth 
the thoughts of man” (Psa. 94:11). 

Psalm 104 explains why God is wise. 
His wisdom is made known throughout 
nature by His works of creation. 

Fellows, it gives me a pain in the 
neck when I hear of young men who 
do not want to go on to school and 
prepare for their lives here on this 
earth. They reason after this man- 
ner: “We are already saved, with one 
foot in Heaven. So why bother about 
this life when the next is all that 
counts?” These deluded lads forget 
that many of God’s great servants of 
old were wise in the wisdom of this 
world. Such was Moses, the leader of 
God’s people in the Old Testament age. 
“And Moses was learned in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians” (Acts 7:22). 
Christians who seek after wisdom are 
merely imitating God, who knows all 


things. And the Bible teaches us to’ 


look to God as our pattern. “That... 
ye might be partakers of the divine 
nature” (2 Pet. 1:4). 

Since God is great in wisdom, fel- 
lows, let us follow on in the steps of 
the wise men. 

Second, God is great in power. Some 
timid and even a few strong men get 
the jitters when they think of how an 
A-bomb or one H-bomb dropped by 


an enemy plane or by means of a 
guided missile could destroy a whole 
city. A buddy of mine at college told 
me that he was getting the college to 
issue him two diplomas—so that if his 
native city of Chicago were destroyed 
by a bomb, he would have another 
diploma stashed away out in the boon- 
docks of Illinois. 

Too bad that some folks forget that 
God’s power is more than a billion 
times greater than all the A-bombs 
and H-bombs that man could ever pro- 
duce in a million years. The fact is, 
all God would have to do is say one 
word, and the whole world would melt. 
“The heathen raged, the kingdoms were 
moved: he uttered his voice, the earth 
melted” (Psa. 46:6). God’s power sure 
is great! 

Third, God is great in love. 

Did you know that we could not live 
without love? Baby specialists tell us 
that what babies need most next to 
good food is lots of loving. The wise 
nurse in ‘the hospital will give her 
patients lots of TLC - (tender loving 
care). Wise parents will love their 
children, and good children will love 
their parents. 

But God’s love is the greatest of all 
loves in the world, something we can- 
not understand, because our brains are 
too peanutlike, too narrow. Who can 
“sound the depths” of God’s love— 
that He should send His only begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ, into the world? My 
God, how great Thou art! 


And when £f think that God, His Son not 
sparing, 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in; 
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
He bled and died to take away my sin. 


Last of all, God is great in mercy. 
Really, mercy is a part of God’s love. 
Even after we become Christians, some- 
times we stumble and fall. But God’s 
mercy is so great that He forgives us 
our sins, no matter what command- 
ment has been broken. 

Fellows, I have served for twenty 
years with the armed forces. A few 
weeks ago, a veteran came to me and 
confessed his sin. One day he was up 
at the front in the thick of the fight 
when two of the enemy came forward 
without their guns and with empty 
hands upstretched in the act of sur- 
rendering. But this American soldier 
in the heat of anger shot them dead 
on the spot. What a pity that two 
able-bodied men should needlessly die! 
But the soldier’s conscience, the voice 
of God convicting him of sin, had 
bothered him ever since. He had mur- 
dered two men... he had murdered 
two men... . But God in His mercy is 
willing to blot out man’s transgressions: 
swearing, murder, adultery, theft, and 
all the other sins. So great is our God, 
so great is His mercy! “Christ died for 
our sins according to the scriptures” (1 
Cor. 15:3). 

As Christians our eyes are fixed upon 
our great God. Say, fellows, who is 
running the world, anyway? Washing- 
ton? London? Paris? Berlin? Rome? 
Moscow? None of these cities, or the 
countries they represent have control 
of the world, because, 
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God ruleth on high, 
h to save; 
And still He is nigh— 
His presence we have. 


Come what may, by His power, His 
might, His wisdom, His love, His mercy, 
He will accomplish His purposes. “For 
the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea” (Isa. 11:9). 


WALTHAM, Mass. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


God Is Great 
(Psa. 104:1 to “great,” 14-24, 35 
beginning “Bless thou the Lord’’) 

N PREPARATION read Psalm 104 

over and over, seeing the pictures 
of God in nature, meditating on the 
significance of each phase of nature 
mentioned, till like the Psalmist of old 
you are awed at the power and provi- 
dence of God, and like another hymn 
writer, ready to sing, “How Great Thou 
Art!” 

Can colored slides or views be shown, 
perhaps from a vacation trip? Is there 
a scientist or an amateur who could il- 
lustrate marvels of God’s creation in 
some particular field interesting to chil- 
dren? Perhaps you could borrow a 
good sized painting of scenic wonder 
or animal life. If nothing out of the 
ordinary is available, you can use beau- 
tiful scenic views and animals from 
magazines, calendars, or other sources. 
Nature objects also interest children, 
such as a bird’s nest, rock specimens, 
colored leaves, a collection of pressed 
flowers. Or you may just go outdoors 
and consider the marvels near at hand. 

The Bible has pictures of nature. 
Have you seen this one? (Select the 
verse or verses from Psalm 104 that 
connect most closely with the intro- 
ductory nature interest.) The Bible puts 
God in the picture, too! And He be- 
longs there. Nothing would be here if 
God had not made it, though some 
men like to imagine how things could 
“just happen” to start and keep on im- 
proving. Did God have a reason for 
everything He made? Was everything 
just right to fit in with every other 
part to make a good home and good 
food for people and animals? I hope 
you will read every verse of Psalm 104 
later today and see all the wonderful 
pictures of God in His world. 


Right now we will begin in verse 1 


with praise of our great God who made 
everything. Now skip to verse 14. Can 
you see the pictures: a pasture with 
cows in it, a garden with all the vege- 
tables growing—peas and corn and 
beans? Who made the grass grow? 
How does the green grass that a red 
cow eats turn into white milk that 
makes yellow butter? Suppose God 
had not bothered to make grass grow. 
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What would you go without? (Meat, 
milk, woolen clothing, and other neces- 
sities.) And suppose He made no vege- 
tables! But go on to verse 15. Suppose 
there were no fruits for juice to drink! 
And no trees with fruits or nuts or 
olives! (A man does not use oil now 
to make his face look good, unless he 
has a sunburn.) Let us go on—no 
wheat for bread! So—if we took God 
out, or if He did not bother to keep 


any of these things growing, what 
would you have for breakfast? What 
would you have for dinner? “Bless 


the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, 
thou art very great.” 

What a wonderful thing a tree is! 
(v. 16.) Do you know the poem by 
Joyce Kilmer that ends “Only God can 
make a tree”? Are birds important? 
(v. 17.) Does every kind of animal 
have just the right place to live safely? 
(v. 18. Consult a Bible dictionary for 
the animals mentioned. Continue with 
the other lesson verses.) 

The class may be divided into two 
groups to read each lesson verse anti- 
phonally. In this way the characteristic 
of Hebrew poetry will be brought out. 
Verses 14, 15 furnish six parallel 
thoughts that may be alternated by the 
two groups. Where there are three 
phrases, as in verses 20, 22, 24, the two 
groups may give the third phrase in uni- 
son. Can you make an opportunity 
for the children to read this before 
some church group, or at Thanksgiv- 
ing? 

It is a beautiful Psalm to illustrate 
with pictures and copy the correspond- 
ing words. This could be a class proj- 
ect to give someone in the hospital. 

“O Lord, how manifold are thy works! 
in wisdom hast thou made them all” 
(Psa. 104:24, Memory Verse). 


Orono, MAINE. 





My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


INCE our lesson today is about the 
greatness of God, let us begin by 
singing the hymn, “How Great Thou 
Art!” When we think of the greatness 
of our God, we must remember that 
God is a Trinity. We believe in God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Spirit. In Genesis 1:26 we read, 
“And God said, Let us make man.” 
We all know from John 1:1-3 and other 
Scriptures that this us refers to God 
the Son, as well as to God the Father. 
The first verse on our new card, “God 
the Holy Spirit” indicates that He is 
also included in that us. Question 1: 
“What did the Holy Spirit have to do 
with creating us?” Answer: “The 
Spirit of God hath made me, and the 
breath of the Almighty hath given me 
life” (Job 33:4). I hope that this quar- 


716 (12) 











ter we will see more of God’s great- 
ness and more of the Holy Spirit’s 
power. 

A group of people were hiking up a 
small mountain, when suddenly a ter- 
rific electrical storm came upon them. 
Hikers screamed as_ the lightning 
flashed and the thunder roared. One 
member of the group was a Christian. 
At first she was almost as frightened 
as the others. Then she remembered 
Psalm 29:3: “The God of glory thunder- 
eth.” She said to herself, “By faith in 
Christ I am God’s child, under His pro- 
tection. This display of His great 
power should remind me of how safe 
I am in His keeping!” Her fears were 
gone. The lightning struck a tree near- 
by, but no person was injured. How- 
ever, they gave up the climb, hurrying 
down the mountain in pouring rain 
which followed the thunder and light- 
ning. The hike was a failure, but the 
Christian girl never forgot that thun- 
derstorm, because from that day on 
she had a deeper trust in her great 
God. 


Now we will see what Psalm 8 says 
about God’s greatness. (He has set 
His glory above the heavens. He made 
the heavens, including the moon and 
the stars. He made man a little lower 
than the angels. He made him ruler 
over the lower creation, including both 
land and water animals. He crowned 
man with glory and honor.) So all 
the greatness of man we owe to God. 
Man’s cleverness, his inventions, and 
many other achievements should make 
us grateful to God, instead of proud of 
ourselves. 

Every part of Scripture contains 
something to point us to Christ, be- 
cause He is the central figure of the 
Bible. The things we just listed from 
this Psalm, declaring the greatness of 
God, were done by God the Son and 
by God the Holy Spirit as truly as 
they were done by God the Father. 
There are other things in this Psalm 
{that plainly point to Christ. Read 
verse 2 again, then turn to Matthew 
21:15, 16. After Jesus rode into Jeru- 
salem on Palm Sunday, He went into 
the Temple and drove out those who 
were selling and cheating people there. 
He also healed the lame and blind who 
came to Him there. Children shouted 
His praises, but the Jewish leaders were 
furious. Then the Lord Jesus referred 
to Psalm 8:2, showing that the chil- 
dren were fulfilling God’s Word. 


Read verses 4-6 and then Hebrews 
2:6-9. From these verses we learn that 
our Lord was made man, that He will- 
ingly took man’s place below the angels 
that He might suffer and die for our 
sins! Today in glory, He is truly man 
as well as truly God. And because He 
is the only perfect man who ever lived 
on this earth, He is the complete ful- 
fillment of Psalm 8:5-9. Man’s do- 
minion over the lower creation was 
impaired when Adam fell, so that, al- 
though he is still over the animals, they 
sometimes dispute man’s rule and harm 
him. But when the perfect God-man 
shall reign, the animals will be under 





His control, as we read last quarter 
both in Isaiah and in Micah. 

Now read Psalm 104:1-4. What mar. 
velous pictures we find here to focus 
our attention on the greatness of God. 
Can we picture this great God, clothed 
in light, stretching out the sky like a 
curtain, riding on the clouds, walking 
on the wind? The Psalmist is here, by 
inspiration, presenting a picture of the 
greatness of God. The second person 
of the Godhead condescended to be- 
come man so that He could die for us! 
Never in the history of the universe 
was there such love and humility! How 
we should praise Him now, and how 
fervently we will praise Him through- 
out the coming ages of eternity! 





Note to Teachers: This quarter we. will 
learn the Scripture Catechism card, “God the 
Holy Spirit.” May be obtained from V. D. 
Gunderson, Ferndale, Wash., 25 cents a dozen, 
postpaid. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 713) 

1. “Out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings.” 

2. He is lower than angels. 

3. He is higher than the beast. 

4. He was supreme and served as 
God’s viceroy. 

5. Christ is the “last Adam.” 

6. His greatness is also seen in His 
provision for His needy creation. 

7. The principle of appropriation. 

8. When He caused the miraculous 
catch to fill Peter’s net (Luke 5); or 
the miracle of the tribute money (Matt. 
17: 24-27). 

9. When He rode into Jerusalem on 
the back of a donkey “whereon never 
man sat.” 

10. When He returns and occupies 
His throne. 

West PaLm BEAcu, Fta. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


O YOU like to make up your own 

songs? Of course you do. Most 
every boy and girl enjoys that. I think 
it would be fun if each one made up a 
song this coming week. Usually the 
ones we make up are about the things 
we see on our way to school, or the 
things we like to do when school is 
over for the day. Most of our songs 
are “just for fun.” But this week, let 
us make up songs about God. Perhaps, 
because we are having such beautiful 
fall weather, you might want to have 
a song about the pretty days God gives 
us—days that make us want to sing His 
praise. Maybe you will want to have 
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a song about the beautiful colors that 
God paints on the leaves of the trees 
—trees that have been green all sum- 
mer and now are beginning to be red 
and yellow and orange. Next Sunday 
before we have our lesson, we will lis- 
ten to each one’s song. Write down 
the words of your song so you will not 
forget them. 

Singing songs has been one thing that 
everyone has enjoyed since the begin- 
ning of things. The Bible tells us that 
even the “morning stars sang together.” 
In our Bibles—right in the center—is 
the lovely Book of Psalms. The Psalms 
are poems. Poetry has rhyme and 
rhythm. And when we read the Psalms, 
they do not seem like poems. That is 
because the Psalms were written in a 
different language—Hebrew. If we 
could speak that language, we would 
discover that the Psalms are indeed 
poems. 

Many of the Psalm poems were set 
to music. David, the shepherd boy 
who wrote a great many of them prob- 
ably made up the music, too. He spent 
day after day and night after night 
all alone out on the hillside with his 
sheep. He had plenty of time to write 
poems and make up music, you may 
be sure! 

The Psalm songs were about many 
things. You yourself have probably 
sung the beautiful Twenty-third Psalm. 
When God’s people went to their holy 
city of Jerusalem, there to celebrate 
one of their holy days, they sang Psalms 
as they went (Psalms 120-134). Some 
Psalms are songs of praise to God 
(Psa. 107). 

The Psalm we are studying today is 
a song telling of creation (Psa. 104). 
It is the song to the Creator of Heaven 
and earth. It tells about His mar- 
velous works. Out on the hillside the 
Psalmist had lots of time to study 
God’s wonderful creation. He watched 
the jet-black darkness of night turn 
silently into the beautiful morning light 
of a new day. He thought of the dark- 
ness that had once covered the earth 
and the sudden change on the first day 
of creation when God said, “Let there 
be light: and there was light.” So we 
sing in our Psalm of God the Creator, 
“Who coverest thyself with light as 
with a garment” (v. 2). 

He sings of the second day of creation 
when God separated the earth from the 
water: “The waters stood above the 
mountains. At thy rebuke they fled 
... they go down by the valleys unto 
the place which thou hast founded for 
them” (vv. 6-9). 

Watching his sheep enjoying the re- 
freshing water, seeing the cattle eat- 
ing the grass remind the Psalmist that 
water and grass both come from the 
loving Father God, the Creator of 
“every good and every perfect gift.” 
So he sings of the third day of creation 
—the day when land and plants were 
made by God. (Teacher will read vv. 
10-18, please.) The Psalm song tells 
next about the fourth day of creation 
—the seasons in verses 19-23. It is in 
the quiet night that the animals of the 
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You'll teach with effectiveness 
...when you've finished Moody’s 
Christian Education Course — 


Whether God calls you to full-time Christian teaching . . . or 
to service in your own church, you want to be competent. You want 
the confidence of knowing just what materials to use . . . and how 
to use them. You want a rich background of stories and ideas. You 
want a thorough knowledge of the Bible. The Christian Education 
course at Moody is designed to give you all these—in preparation 
for a fruitful teaching ministry. 
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MORMONS ARE LOST 


Your prayers and gifts will help us reach the 
Mormons for Christ. Write for Information. 
Rev. & Mrs. Harry A. McGimsey, 
P.O. Box 1311 
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 
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forest come out for their food. And 
who feeds them? The God who created 
them (v. 21). 

Happily the Psalmist sings of the 
fifth day of creation when God made 
the animals (24-30). “In wisdom hast 
thou made them all: the earth is full 
of thy riches.” No wonder the Psalm 
song ends, “I will sing praise to my 
God while I have my being. . . . Praise 
ye the Lord” (vv. 33-35). 

Start thinking now about the song of 
praise to God that you are going to 
make up this week. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The ae ams OR — Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., pamacete, 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Better Than a Telescope.—O Lord 

our Lord, how excellent is thy name in 
all the earth! (Psa. 8:9, Golden Text.) 
Said the great and devout scientist, Sir 
Isaac Newton: “I can take my telescope 
and look millions and millions of miles 
into space, but I can lay it aside and 
go into my room, shut the door, get 
down on my knees in earnest prayer, 
and see more of Heaven and get closer 
to God than I can assisted by all the 
telescopes and material agencies on 


earth.”—From the Free Methodist. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


A Brilliant Ambassador.—Who hast 
set thy glory above the heavens (Psa. 
8:1). “You teach,” said the Emperor 
Trajan to a famous rabbi, “that your 
God is everywhere and boast that He 
resides among your nation. I should 
like to see Him.” “God’s presence is 
indeed everywhere,” the rabbi replied, 
“but He cannot be seen, for no mortal 
eye can look upon His splendor.” The 
emperor had the obstinacy of power, 
and persisted in his demand. “Well,” 
answered the Rabbi, “suppose we begin 
by endeavoring to gaze at one of His 
ambassadors.” Trajan assented; and the 
rabbi led him into the open air, bade 
him raise his eyes to the sun, then 
shining down upon the world in its 
meridian glory. The emperor made the 
attempt, but relinquished it. “I can- 
not,” he said; “the light dazzles me.” 
“If then,” rejoined the triumphant rabbi, 
“thou art unable to endure the light 
of one of His creatures, how canst thou 
expect to behold the unclouded glory 
of the Creator?”—From Choice Glean- 
ings Calendar. Sent by Mrs. Clarence 
Jones, Otego, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


A Child’s Resolve.—Out of the mouth 
of babes and sucklings hast thou or- 
dained strength because of thine en- 
emies (Psa. 8:2). A young Scottish 
girl gave her heart to Christ a few 


months prior to sailing for Canada, but 
she grew cold in heart soon after her 


arrival. Her Bible class teacher wag 
most concerned about her, but the girl 
refused all counsel. The teacher kept 
on praying, and one Sunday was de- 
lighted to see the girl back in the class 
again, humble, and sorry for her former 
foolishness. She said, “A few nights 
ago I couldn’t sleep at all, and began 
thinking of stories told me when I was 
a wee girl of my Covenanter forefathers, 
and how they honored and revered the 
name of the Lord. I felt so ashamed, 
and told the Lord so. And though I 
may never be called to die for the 
honor of His name as my forefathers 
did, by His grace I'll try to honor His 
name by my life from now on.”—Told 
by the teacher. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, 
Scarborough, Ont., Can. 


His Majestic Timepieces.—When I con- 
sider thy heavens, the work of thy 
fingers, the moon and ‘the stars, which 
thou hast ordained (Psa. 8:3). It was 
1900 and I was a young ministerial 
student at College of the Pacific. One 
day, by accident, I found an astronomy 
book published in 1850. I thumbed 
through it, found Sirius, the Dog Star, 
with its ascensions and declinations— 
and began wondering: Where is Sirius 
now? Since that book was published, 
Sirius had risen and set 365 times a 
year for 50 years, or 18,250 times—plus 
a few extra appearances on leap years. 
Was he still on time all these years? 

It was 4 p.m. The sun was still quite 
high in the sky, as I walked over to the 
observatory and opened the dome. I 
trained the scope on the spot where, 
according to my calculations drawn 
from that old book, Sirius should ap- 
pear in five minutes. Then, nervously 
curious, I watched. 

Right on the split second, there across 
the first thread of the micrometer, 
flashed Sirius; on time, down to 
the finest measurement. Instantly, I 
thought of the countless other stars rac- 


ing through the heavens, like Sirius 
on time through all the ages. 
I bowed my head in awe. God, the 


master mechanic of our universe, and 
His majestic timepieces in space were 
far beyond mere human ken. It was a 
lesson I’ll never forget—From E. H. 
Smith. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, An- 
des, N. Y. 


Mindful of His Masterpiece.—What 
is man that thou art mindful of him? 
(Psa. 8:4.) A pathetic story is told in 
connection with a bronze figure by 4 
French sculptor. The man had worked 
for many years unnoticed. Into the 
production of this particular work of 
art he had put his best skill and 
strength. Just as he had completed 4 
plaster casting of his figure, there came 
a night of keen and piercing frost. He 
placed around the figure as he retired 
to bed, the cloak from his own body. 
In the course of the night, fearing that 
the frost might injure his work,- he 
took the bedclothes from his bed and 
placed them around the figure. In the 
morning this man of unrecognized gen- 
ius was found cold and dead upon his 
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bed. He had loved the work into 
which he had put so much thought 
and love even more than he had loved 
his own life. If the artist can love 
insensate clay after this fashion, shall 
not God love with the same fervent 
love the man who has grown into 
consciousness under His own touch?— 
From the Home Messenger. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Great Enough To Be Little—O Lord 
my God, thou art very great; thou art 
clothed with honour and majesty (Psa. 
104:1). Collins, the free-thinker, once 
met a plain farmer and asked him 
where he was going. “To church, sir.” 
‘“«What are you going to do there?” 
“Worship God.” “Is He a great God or 
a little God?” “Both.” “How can that 
be?” “He is so great, sir, that the 
Heaven of heavens cannot contain Him, 
and so little that He can dwell in my 
heart.” Collins said that this answer 
from the farmer had more effect upon 
his mind than all the learned books 
written against him—From Peloubet’s 
Notes. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


“I Think We Are Small Enough.”— 
Who stretchest out the heavens like 
a curtain (Psa. 104:2). Naturalist 
William Beebe has told of visits he 
made to Theodore Roosevelt at Saga- 
more Hill. Often, after an evening’s 
talk, the two men would walk over 
the spredding lawn and look up into 
the night sky. They would vie with 
each other to see who could first iden- 
tify the pale bit of light-mist near the 
upper left-hand corner of the Great 
Square of Pegasus, and then either 
Roosevelt or Beebe would recite: “That 
is the spiral galaxy of Andromeda. It 
is as large as our Milky Way. It is 
one of a hundred million galaxies. It 
is 2,500,000 light-years away. It con- 
sists of one hundred billion suns, many 
larger than our own sun.” Then, after 
a moment of silence, Theodore Roose- 
velt would grin and say, “Now I think 
we are small enough. Let’s go to bed.” 
—From Reader’s Digest. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


ye 
Shall a Roman Catholic 
Be President? 


UMEROUS requests from readers 

have urged THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
Tres to reprint the article, “Shall a 
Roman Catholic Be President?” by J. 
B. Rowell, Th.D., which appeared in 
the February 6, 1960, issue. 


The Trmes is glad to remind readers 
that reprints are still available postpaid 
at 25 cents a dozen, $1.50 a hundred, $6 
for five hundred, or $10 a thousand. 
They are on a single sheet with ample 
Toom on the reverse side for your 
church or Sunday school or organi- 
zation imprint. The modest cost makes 
Possible a wide distribution. 


Address The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5, and ask for the Rowell re- 
print. 
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Choose Your Own Orphan 


SPONSOR ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES 
FOR ONLY $8.00 A MONTH 




















You may select your own child from the 
pictures herein and become a sponsor of 
one of these dear Korean orphan children. 
(You may ask a friend to be co-sponsor 
with you—$4 each). Each child has a 
heartbreaking story. For instance, number 
1-E Kim Soon Han, was born March 25, 
1948. His father, a farmer, was conscripted 
as a laborer at the front lines during the 
Korean War and was killed in 1951. 
Later his mother was bombed to death! 


Soon Han had no choice but to 
beg for food and rags of cloth- 
ing, sleep under bridges, in R.R. 
stations or under the stars. How, 
while suffering indescribably 
from hunger, exposure and lone- 
liness, this child managed to stay 
alive for years, no one will ever 
know. 


RESCUED FROM DESPAIR 


Now he is cared for in our New Life Christian 
Orphanage near Masan City, which is in desperate 
need of many new sponsors. Each child is waiting 
to have an American or Canadian “Daddy and 
Mommie”! For only $8 a month—just 26 pennies 
a day—you or your Sunday School, Bible Class, Junior Church, 
Ladies Group, etc., will help bring Christ to your chosen boy or 
girl and train him to be a Christian leader in Korea. This $8 pro- 
vides all the needs of the child, including the school tuition which is 
not free in Korea. 





The ESEA is caring for over 5000 orphans, children of 
lepers and war widows. Over 6 million meals are served 
each year. Many more children are in desperate need, 
homeless, ragged and hungry. Help us expand our 65 
Homes. Each one is a real Christian institution. All Staff 
and Board members are earnest Bible-believing Christians. 
Korea’s severe winter will soon be on. Will you help us 
so that we may take many more children off the streets 
and into our Homes? God will bless you if you will. 
Write or phone NOW! 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
4848 North Leonard Drive, Chicago 31, Illinois 


0 YES I want to sponsor an orphan for one year. My choice is Number.............. If this | 
child has already been “adopted,” I agree to support another whom you will select. With | 
God’s help I will send $8 a month to your office. Please let me have my child’s name, picture, 
address and story. I understand I may continue as long as I wish. Enclosed is support for | 
O first month, [] full year. SEND FULL PARTICULARS. | 

CE cannot “adopt” a child, but. want to help ty glvlte So... cccicccccccccecccsccoccssoes 


C) Please send me further information. 


Gifts of any amount are welcome. All gifts and sponsorings are income tax deductible. 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. “corporation 


Dept. ST-9 4848 North Leonard Drive, Chicago 31, Il. Telephone: Gladstone 6-6181 
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Eternal Security Abandoned? 
(Continued from page 710) 


gesis is “prejudiced”!). He feels then 
that there are individuals who “make 
a sincere beginning. . . . Their subse- 
quent fall does not obviate the fact 
that their believing, while it continued, 
was actual saving faith” (p. 33). Thus, 
to him, the parable describes at least 
three reactions to the Gospel (he does 
not discuss the group mentioned in v. 
14). He contrasts those who never 
have faith and so are lost (“those by 
the way side,” v. 12); those who have 
faith and lose it, and so are lost (“they 
on the rock,” v. 13); and those who 
faithfully retain their faith, and so are 
saved (“that on the good ground,” v. 
15). 

But two things are not observed. 
The first is that Christ applies the 
description “in an honest and good 
heart” to the last group only (v. 15), 
thus setting it apart from the others. 
This makes it clear that Christ is speak- 
ing in the parable of three classes of 
the lost, and of only one of the saved. 
Those who had faith and lost it did 
not believe “in an honest and good 
heart,” and so were not saved in the 
first place. The second thing not ob- 
served is the parable is a contrast of 
“grounds,” or types of earth. The sec- 
ond type of earth (v. 13) Iay “on the 
rock.” The stratum was thin; there was 
no place for the roots to go. Withering 
was a foregone conclusion, and so “there 
was no fruit to perfection.” By Mr. 
Shank’s own definition of faith (cf. 
above) the seed that fell in these places 
did not represent true believers. Theirs 
was a “conviction that falls short of the 
faith that actually appropriates Christ 
as Saviour”—the quotation is from page 
32, where the author allows the possi- 
bility of false faith but does not admit 
its presence here. 

Then, Mr. Shank appeals to Luke 12, 
the Parable of the Unfaithful Steward. 
He insists that “that faithful and wise 
steward” of v. 42, and “that servant” 
of v. 43, and “that servant” of v. 45 are 
all one and the same person, so that 
the faithful and wise servant becomes 
the unfaithful servant and so loses his 
salvation and has “his portion with the 
unbelievers” (v. 46). He insists that 
“the demonstrative pronoun ekeinos 
{translated “that” in vv. 43, 45, 46] is 
emphatic. Language forbids any as- 
sumption that more than one servant 
is in view in the parable” (p. 35). 
From his study of the passage he con- 
cludes: “Whatever else our Lord’s par- 
able may teach, it cannot be denied 
that it clearly teaches that one who is 
a true disciple of Christ, known of Him 
and entrusted with solemn responsibil- 
ities, through carelessness and presump- 
tion can depart from the path of 
faithfulness and finally inherit everlast- 
ing shame and ruin” (p. 36). 

But he fails to note that in the par- 
allel passage (Matt 24:45 ff), where the 
demonstrative pronoun ekeinos (“that”) 
is also used, we are forced to the very 
assumption which Shank rejects: the 
“faithful and wise servant” is contrasted 
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with “that evil servant” of v. 48. Ob- 
viously two different men are in view 
and Mr. Shank’s stress on the signifi- 
cance of the demonstrative in these con- 
texts is nullified. 

He endeavors to buttress his inter- 
pretation of Luke 12 by an appeal to 
Hebrews 10:37-39. He complains that 
the King James Version gives a trans- 
lation that is without the warrant of 
the original language, and argues that 
it was dictated by the Calvinistic bias 
of Beza. He wants to translate Hebrews 
10:38 “Now the just shall live by faith: 
but if he [the K.J.V. says, “any man’”’] 
draw back, my soul shall have no pleas- 
ure in him.” This would allow the 
possibility for a righteous man to slip 
away and lose the good pleasure of 
God. But Mr. Shank fails to take into 
account that the writer of Hebrews is 
quoting from the Septuagint version of 
Habakkuk 2:3, 4, which reads, “The 
evil man, in an evil day has a proud 
heart; but the just man will live by 
faith.” That two different men are be- 
ing described is evident in Habakkuk, 
but this is not so clear in the Hebrews 
passage. The King James translation 
of Hebrews 10 is faithful to the Old 
Testament passage and Mr. Shank’s 
rendering only changes Habakkuk’s 
meaning. 

The third major passage in the Gos- 
pels to which Mr. Shank appeals is 
Matthew 18:21ff., the Parable of the 
Unforgiving Servant, who, after being 
forgiven a huge debt, sought to recover 
a lesser debt from a fellow servant. 
After being detected by his lord, he 
was delivered to tormentors until the 
original debt was paid. Christ con- 
cludes: “So likewise shall my heavenly 
Father do also unto you, if ye from 
your hearts forgive not every one his 
brother their trespasses” (v. 35). This 
passage, Mr. Shank feels, teaches “that 
the forgiveness of God, though fully 








European Christian Fellowship 
Tour 


HE popularity of Christian Fellow- 
ship Tours demands one to Europe 
for the spring of 1961. An unusually 
attractive European tour has been ar- 
ranged, leaving New York on the SSS. 
Liberte, of the French Line, on May 
llth and returning to New York on the 
same ship forty-nine days later. The 
tour includes visits to England, Bel- 
gium, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, 
Italy, and France. Comprehensive 
sightseeing tours are included in many 
historic cities in all of these countries. 
The tour party is limited to thirty- 
two. It is therefore necessary to reg- 
ister early to insure accommodation. 
An informative, illustrated itinerary is 
available to those who have interest in 
this travel vacation of a lifetime. The 
tour has been arranged through the 
Travel Bureau of the Philadelphia Na- 
tional Bank. Send your request for the 
itinerary to the tour director, Harry 
J. Jaeger, Sunday School Times Co., 325 
N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


and freely granted in pure mercy and 
grace to undeserving sinners, neverthe- 
less remains conditional, according to 
the individual’s subsequent response to 
the gracious forgiveness which he has 


received” (p. 39). So “it is possible, 
warned Jesus,” Mr. Shank says, “that 
Peter and others who have known the 
forgiving grace of God might forfeit 
that forgiveness” (p. 40). 

In this connection, two things may 
be pointed out: 
own definition alluded to above, it can- 
not be concluded that the servant, while 
forgiven his debt, was forgiven of his 
sins. One who immediately shows an 
unforgiving spirit cannot be presumed 


’ to have a “faith so vital it cannot avoid 


expression” nor a repentance that in- 
volves “a definite change of heart, mind, 
and will involving the whole of life 
and all our affections and intentions”; 
(2) there is always a danger of trying 
to make the details of a parable signifi- 
cant. The main point of the parable 
is to teach the necessity for forgive- 
ness, not the conditional character of 
divine forgiveness. If one should press 
the details of this parable, one would 
deny all grace whatever. The servant 
does not ask to be saved by grace; he, 
in fact, offers to work off the debt, and 
all he asks for is time. Surely no one 
would be saved in response to a prayer 
like this. It is obvious then that Christ 
was not spelling out the details of the 
way of salvation, but teaching one im- 
portant aspect of that plan, namely the 
necessity of our forgiving those who sin 
against us. 

In John 15, Mr. Shank finds “a car- 
dinal axiom of the Christian life’— 
“throughout his earthly sojourn, the re- 
lation of the individual to Christ is 
never a Static relationship existing as 
the irrevocable consequence of a past 
decision, act, or experience. . . . For 
the believer, it is a living participation 
proceeding upon a living faith in a 
living Saviour” (p. 43). But this re- 
lationship may be broken—“it is indeed 
possible for us to forfeit eternal life 
by failing to abide in Him ‘who is our 
life’” (p. 46). 

In this passage Christ calls Himself 
the Vine, and describes the way the 
Father prunes the vine of unfruitful 
branches. Mr. Shank insists that the 
“branches in me” must be _ believers, 
and that some of them can ultimately 
abandon their faith and fail to abide 
in Him, and so be cast forth; while 
others maintain themselves in life by 
virtue of their continuing to abide in 
the Vine. He chides those commenta- 
tors who try to show that the branches 
can be in Christ and yet not saved. 
We can only point out that, according 
to Mr. Shank’s own definition of faith, 
these unfruitful branches are not be- 
lievers. A branch cannot be “in Christ” 
and still be “unfruitful.” 
saying cryptically what John says more 
explicitly: “He that saith he abideth 
in him ought himself also so to walk, 
even as he walked” (1 John 2:6, italics 
the reviewer’s). Moreover it should be 
pointed out that Christ does not say 
that the branch bore fruit and then 
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stopped fruit bearing. So far as this 
context is concerned, it may never have 
porne fruit. If we stick to what the 
text does say, we are not led to Mr. 

Shank’s conclusion—“let us accept at 
face value our Saviour’s grave and lov- 
ing warning that it is indeed possible 
for us to forfeit eternal life by failing 
to abide in Him.” 

Mr. Shank scoffs at any interpreta- 
tion of these passages that renders them 
as warnings that serve only to keep 
the believer persevering. Unless total 
apostasy is held to be possible for every 
believer at any time of his earthly life, 
he feels that these verses are perverted, 
but he wants us to be clear that an 
individual may lose his faith, but a 
believer can never lose his salvation! 
He writes in a footnote: “Please excuse 
me from the company of any who 
‘maintain that the believer is insecure.’ 
It is abundantly evident from the Scrip- 
tures that the believer is secure. But 
only the believer. Many who have de- 
bated ‘the security of the believer’ have 
missed the issue. The question is not, 
Is the believer secure? but rather, What 
is a believer?” (p. 55.) 

In his answer to the interpretation 
of before-mentioned passages as mere 
warnings, Mr. Shank calls attention to 
a point of Greek grammar that is some- 
times not made clear in the Authorized 
Version, but is corrected in some mod- 
ern translations. The present tense, 
indicating “action in progress,” is used 
in John 10:27-29; 5:24; 1:12;-4:13, 14; 
7:38, 39 (here Mr. Shank’s order is fol- 
lowed). Thus the sheep of John 10 
“are in the habit of listening,” and 
Jesus is “giving them” eternal life. This 
means that “Christ’s giving of eternal 
life to His sheep is commensurate with 
their habitual listening and following” 
(p. 57). Similarly, in John 5:24, the 
present tense indicates a dynamic, not 
a static relationship. “It is only on the 
basis of a present hearing and believing 
that one shares the eternal life of God 
and enjoys deliverance from present 
condemnation and spiritual death” (p. 
61, italics the reviewer’s). 

Mr. Shank’s emphasis on the signifi- 
cance of the present tense is helpful 
and to the point. However, a quali- 
fication is necessary: this usage of pres- 
ent tense may indicate only that two 
actions are concurrent; it need not in- 
dicate a causal connection, but might 
as well give evidence of faith. For 
example in 1 John 2:29, “He that doeth 
righteousness is righteous,” the doing 
of righteousness is the result of being 
righteous and the evidence for it. Many 
of the verses adduced by Mr. Shank 
Properly bear this interpretation. 

Moreover, we must call our author 
back to the text of John 5:24, for he 
has inferred from it something that is 
not there. Christ does not make faith 
a basis for sharing eternal life. The 
only basis for salvation is the obedi- 
ence of the Lord Jesus Christ. It may 
be that Mr. Shank’s misstatement is 
due to a slip of the pen, but more 
Probably it indicates his real position. 
More of this follows. 
He gives an extended analysis of the 


Epistle to the Hebrews and concludes 
that “the principal burden of [it] is not 
‘let us go on,’ but ‘let us hold fast’” 
(p. 232). Moreover he says, “Those 
who contend that the writer to the 
Hebrews views his readers as men who 
have halted short of saving faith in 
Christ, rather than as true believers, 
do so out of regard for the necessities 
of their theology. The evidence of the 
Epistle is against them” (p. 231). Then 
he proceeds to interpret the hortatory 
passages of Hebrews so that they are 
warnings to believers of a real peril 
of apostasy. 

However, as always, there is another 
side. It seems evident that the author 
of Hebrews has a mixed audience in 
view, and of some of them he has con- 
siderable doubt as to the reality of 
their faith. To them he gives warning 
against not going on. He holds up be- 
fore such ones the example of Israel 
cited in Psalm 95, which he quotes in 
Hebrews 3:7-11. Of Israel it was said 
that the Lord was grieved with this 
generation because they always erred 
in heart, and did not know God’s ways. 
Obviously none of these people were 
ever saved. Then the writer applies 
this to his readers, “Lest there be in 
any of you an evil heart of unbelief, 
in departing from the living God” (v. 
12). On the basis of such an example 
of unbelief on the part of a whole na- 
tion, he urges, “Let us therefore fear, 
lest a promise being left of entering 
into his rest [“us” of the K.J.V. should 
be omitted], any of you should seem to 
come short of it” (4:1). 

Keeping the mixed character of the 
audience in his mind, the apostle now 
addresses those of whom he is sure, 
now those of whom he is not sure. It 
is this uncertainty as to their present 
state that is the apostle’s concern. If 
he can be sure that they are believing 
now, he can be comforted as to their 
eternal welfare; as long as he is in 
doubt, he must urge them to bring forth 
fruits of repentance. This is the ex- 
planation of Hebrews 6:1-12, which Mr. 
Shank calls “no mere hypothesis, but 
a reference to actual instances of apos- 
tasy” (p. 176). He calls attention to 
the shift from the third person in v. 
4-6 to the second person in v. 9: “While 
he is persuaded that ‘you’ have not as 
yet apostatized, he declares that ‘they’ 
indeed have done so” (p. 178). But he 
omits any discussion of verses 7, 8, in 
which it is apparent that the author 
has in mind not one plot of earth 
which may alternately bring forth herbs 
and thorns, but two plots one of which 
is fruitful, and the other cursed. Now 
the writer is persuaded that his readers 
are like the fruitful plot, even though 
he is writing as if he were regarding 








Just the very thing that “I have in 
hand”—my own particular bit of work 
today, this cause that I cannot manage, 
this thing that I undertook in miscal- 
culation of my own powers—this is what 
I may ask Him to do “for me,” and rest 
assured that He will perform it— 
Frances R. Havergal. 
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DR. WILLIAM CULBERTSON 
President of Moody Bible Institute 


speaks on the fundamentals 
of the faith. 


Christ’s Ascension 


“To believe the Bible is to accept its teach- 
ing that forty days after the resurrection of 
our Lord, He ascended into heaven (Acts 
1:3). From the slopes of the Mount of Olives, 
just east of Jerusalem, He went up to heaven. 
The Word of God clearly sets forth the fact 
that the resurrected body of the Lord Jesus, 
though very real, was not subject to the con- 
ditions which bind us. 


“He Himself said of this event that it was 
expedient, better for His disciples. How any- 
thing could be better for them than His own 
presence may well have been difficult for 
them to understand. But we remember that 
in His incarnation, so far as His visible ap- 
pearance was concerned, He was present in 
only one place at any one time. With the 
increase of His Church, He was to be present 
with, and indeed in, every believer—for the 
Holy Spirit was to come. Pentecost had to 
await the ascension (John 7:39). 


“In addition, and of great comfort and 
assurance for the believer in Christ, is the 
fact that at the Father’s right hand our Lord 
is now acting as our Mediator, our Interces- 
sor, our Advocate. Through Him we have 
our access to the Father through the Spirit. 
In Him we have One who knows our in- 
firmities, and who intercedes on our behalf. 
In Him we have One who presents the claims 
of His sacrifice for us, even in the dark hour 
of our failure; He pleads our cause. Thank 
God for His Son ‘who is at the right hand 
of God, who also maketh intercession for us’ 
(Romans 8:34).” 


Every Christian should have a copy of 
Dr. Culbertson’s book God’s Provision for 
Holy Living, a happy blending of Bible study 
and practical exhortation. 112 pages, paper 
bound. For your free copy, write Moody Bi- 
ble Institute, Dept. S-0-868, 820 N. LaSalle 
Street, Chicago 10, Illinois. 
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them as the plot of thorns (v. 9). 
The point is to show the peril of a 
superficial kind of faith that falls short 
of real union with the Saviour. Thus, 
the people referred to in verses 4-6 
were unfruitful although they had been 
subjected to many gracious ministra- 
tions of the Spirit. Being accursed was 
a real peril for the Hebrews because it 
was not yet evident that they had the 
saving faith that finds expression in 
good works. 


(To be continued) 
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Study Tours to Bible Lands 


HE Spring Bible Lands Study Tour 

to the Holy Land, sponsored by 
Wheaton Tours, is scheduled to sail the 
last week of February, 1961, for the 
Bible Lands. According to the prelim- 
inary sailing schedules, the departure 
date from New York is February 27. 
The six-week trip includes three weeks 
in the various Bible lands, with stops 
at Naples, Pompeii, Amalfi-Sorrento in 
Italy, and later at Alexandria in Egypt, 
on the way to Beirut. After landing at 
Beirut, Lebanon, the group goes to 
Baalbek, in the heart of the ancient 
Amorite country; another day to Da- 
mascus, with its street called Straight to 
which Paul went after his conversion; 
then through the land of Bashan and 
Gilead; across the Jordan; and finally 
ten days in and around old Biblical Jeru- 
salem, from which trips will be made 
to all the significant Biblical sites. 
Further travel includes Athens and 
Mars Hill, where Paul gave his stir- 
ring message in Acts 17; Rome and the 
wonders of the classical and church 
world. Extensions through Europe are 
also offered. The study tour group is 
regularly made up of people of all 
ages, both college and above, as well 
as senior citizens. 

The Spring Bible Lands Cruise is reg- 
ularly conducted by Dr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Free. However, in the fall and spring 
of 1960-61, Dr. and Mrs. Free are taking 
leave to write, and the Spring Bible 
Lands Tour will be conducted by Dr. 
and Mrs. Peter Stam, Jr., of Covenant 
College, and Rev. George Kelsey, sta- 
tioned in the Near East in Amman, 
Jordan. 

The Summer Bible Lands Tour is 
scheduled to sail the last week of June, 
under the leadership of Dr. and Mrs. 
Robert Stone. Dr. Stone teaches an- 
cient history and ancient languages at 
Wheaton College, and is well equipped 
to bring a full and intimate knowledge 
of ancient life and times to the Wheaton 
Tour group. As in the Spring Tour, Mr. 
Kelsey will meet Dr. and Mrs. Stone 
and the Summer Tour group at Beirut 
and accompany them throughout the 
immediate Bible lands for the visits to 
the Biblical, historical, and archaeolog- 
ical sites. 

There will also be a full European 
Tour, sailing the middle of July, as 
well as a tour scheduled to South 
America the third week of July. For 
information on these tours, address: 
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Joseph P. Free, Director, Wheaton Tours, 
Box 468, Wheaton, Ill. Specify for 
which tour or tours you wish a Bulletin. 


WHEATON ARCHAEOLOGY CONFERENCE 


The Annual Fall Archaeology Con- 
ference will be held at Wheaton Col- 
lege on Monday, October 24, 1960. The 
visiting speaker will be Professor James 
L. Kelso of Pittsburgh-Xenia Theological 
Seminary, who will speak in the Audi- 
torium of College Church at 2 p.m. on, 
“Excavating Ancient Bethel and New 
Testament Jericho.” At 3:30 pm. Dr. 
Joseph Free will present an illustrated 
lecture on, “Excavating Ancient Dothan 
—1960.” At 5:15 p.m. there will be a fel- 
lowship dinner at the College Banquet 
Room, with brief talks by Dr. Kelso and 
Dr. Free on archaeological experiences 
in the Near East. At 8:45 p.m. in the 
auditorium of Pierce Chapel on the 
Wheaton College campus, Dr. Kelso will 
bring a lecture on “The Relation of 
Archaeology to Bible Study.” 

Sunpay ScHooL TIMeEs readers and 
their friends are cordially invited to 
the sessions of the conference, which 
is sponsored by the Archaeology De- 
partment of Wheaton College. 


bd 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





The Ecumenical Fellowship 


(Matt. 26:26-29; Luke 14:22-26; 
John 17:20, 21) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS first Sunday in October is ob- 

served by Christians the world over 
as World-Wide Communion Sunday. 
Believers of all lands and of all races 
will gather around the Lord’s table on 
this day to eat of the bread and drink 
of the fruit of the vine in remembrance 
of the Lord Jesus and to show forth to 
others His death for the sin of the 
world (1 Cor. 11:25, 26). 


se 


The term “ecumenical” found in the 
topic for this week has come into pop- 
ular use in recent years. It comes 
from two Greek roots and means much 
the same as the better-known term 
“world-wide.” Evangelical denomina- 
tions have various plans for observing 
the Lord’s Supper. Some do so every 
Sunday morning, others once a month, 
and still others once a quarter. But 
whatever the particular denominational 
custom, the effort is made on World- 
Wide Communion Sunday to join with 
believers all over the world in this 
memorial service instituted by the Lord 
Himself just before His death on the 
cross. 

8 

If your particular church is planning 
to join in this world-wide fellowship, 
you will want to urge every member 


—and that should mean everyone in 
your group who has accepted Christ 
as Saviour—to be present at your 
church’s Communion service. 

In your own young people’s meeting 
later you will find it profitable to dis- 
cuss the meaning of the Lord’s Supper, 
its simple requirements, and some of 
the limitations of its fellowship. 


bd 


The Lord Himself stated the meaning 
of the bread and wine—the broken 
bread symbolizing His broken body, and 
the wine pointing to His shed blood, 
It is not His perfect life that we com- 
memorate in the Communion service, 
marvelous and beautiful though that 
is. It is His death that is the center 
of our meditation, and it is His death 
that we “shew forth” or proclaim to 
the world by this memorial feast. 


sg 


Note also that this death is not merely 
the death of a good man or great 
teacher. It is not merely the death of 
a martyr. It is a death that was “for 
you” (Luke 22:19; 1 Cor. 11:24). 


bd 


The Communion service is not only 
a memorial service, it is also a testi- 
monial. It tells other believers and 
the world that we accept what Christ 
did on the cross for us, that we believe 
in the efficacy of His sacrifice there for 
us, and that we remember it with 
thanksgiving. 

4 


The Lord’s Supper looks back to the 
cross, but it also looks forward to the 
Lord’s return, for it is observed “till 
he come” (1 Cor. 11:26). Our ob- 
servance of it testifies that we worship 
not a dead Christ but a living Saviour, 
who some day will return to receive 
us to Himself as He promised (John 
14: 1-3; 1 Thess. 4:15-17). 


se 


If you are not sure as to what re- 
strictions, if any, your church places 
upon the observance of the Lord’s Sup- 
per, you will want to discuss this mat- 
ter with your pastor before your meet- 
ing, or you may want to ask him to be 
present at this meeting to explain to 
your group what is asked of those who 
take Communion. Usually, a confession 
of Christ as Saviour, repentance of sins, 
and a determination to lead a new life 
in the strength supplied by Christ are 
the only requirements. Some denomi- 
nations demand church membership, 
and some ask that a visitor be recom- 
mended by one or two members of 
the group as to Christian faith and 
walk. 

we 


It should be obvious that ecumenical 
fellowship around the Lord’s table can 
exist only where all wholeheartedly 
recognize and acknowledge the Lord 
Jesus as Lord and Saviour from sin. 
Any mental reservations as to Christ's 
deity, any disposition to consider Him 
as merely one of many ways to God 
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when He is the Way, makes true fel- 
lowship impossible. While world-wide 
fellowship is greatly to be desired, it 
cannot be universal as long as there 
are those who will not acknowledge 
Him as Head. To join in the observ- 
ance of the Lord’s Supper with those 
who see no need of Christ’s vicarious 
atonement for sin becomes a travesty. 


se 


Let us not be misled then by any 
who would stress the importance of 
ecumenicity to the exclusion of saving 
faith in Christ as the only and perfect 
Temedy that God has provided for sin, 
and let us rejoice that we have true 
fellowship with any, regardless of race 
or color or geographical location, who, 
through simple faith in Him, are true 
members of His body. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The maintenance of close fellowship 
with God calls for both faith and obe- 
dience, both for listening to His voice 
in the Word and for speaking to Him 
m the quiet place of prayer—Fred 
Mitchell. 
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Did Moses and Elijah Go. . . ? 
(Continued from page 708) 


Christ’s coming to release them?— 
A Texas reader. 


As the well-known commentator, Von 
Gerlach, remarks concerning the mir- 
aculous removal of Elijah and Enoch, 
“All such questions as whither they 
were removed, and where they are 
now, and what changes they under- 
went in translation, are left unanswered 
by the Scriptures.” While it would be 
interesting to know the answers to the 
questions that this reader asks, the 
Scriptures simply do not tell us, and 
we must be careful not to read into the 
narratives of Enoch’s and Elijah’s trans- 
lation that which is not stated. For 
example, we are not told that Elijah 
rode in the chariot that Elisha men- 
tioned. Nor does verse 11 of 2 Kings 
2 say literally that Elijah went into 
heaven, but rather that he “went up 
by a whirlwind heavenward.” The 
same expression in the Hebrew is found 
in Judges 20:40, Psalm 107:26, and Jere- 
miah 51:53 and carries the meaning 
“heavenward” rather than “into 
heaven.” This, however, in no way 
detracts from the supernatural aspects 
of the event. 


Just why God saw fit to remove 
Enoch and Elijah from this life with- 
out requiring them to pass through 
physical death, and yet caused Moses 
to die and be buried (Deut. 34:5, 6), 
we are not told. It has been thought, 
from Jude 9, however, that God may 
have exempted the body of His trusted 
servant, Moses, from the disintegration 
that occurs to all of the human race 
after death, in order that he might 
appear in his resurrection body on the 
Mount of Transfiguration. 

While it cannot be stated dogmati- 
cally, it is nevertheless interesting to 
think of Moses on the Mount of Trans- 
figuration as representing the Law, and 
Elijah as representing the Prophets. 
Moses may be thought of here also as 
a type of those of the human race who 
must pass through death before going 
to be with the Lord, and Elijah as a 
type of those who will be caught up 
to be with Him at His second coming. 
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SECRETARY WANTED-—Female for gen- 
eral secretarial work needed by Christian 
organization in large eastern city. Must be 
capable of transcribing machine dictation 
and assuming responsibility of general sec- 
retarial duties. Reply stating age, experi- 
ence, and qualifications to Room 990, 
P.O. Box 177, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 








Ourselves and Others 
By H. Clay Trumbull 

A choice selection of thought-provoking 
editorials on human relations; helpful in de- 
veloping and strengthening Christian char- 
acter. Provides good material for discussion 
groups. A fine gift item. Attractive stiff pa 
cover, 58 pages, 35 cents each; 3 for 31. 
Sunday School Times Phila. 5, Pa. 
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“lf America Elects A 
CATHOLIC PRESIDENT” 


Awake America! Are we at 
the crossroads?. There is an 
issue! Get the startling facts 
each American should know. 
Read this timely and inform- 
ative book by Don W. 
Hilllis, D.D., noted writer 
and Christian leader. Order 
this book today. Non-politi- 
eal. Alarming? — Perhaps! 
Price 50c 2 copies $1.00 
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generous income for life . . 
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WHEATON ANNUITIES | 
PROMPT AND SURE—HAVEN'T MISSED 
A SINGLE PAYMENT IN OVER 55 YEARS! 
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By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 26 to October 2 


Mon.—Psalm 145:1-13. 
God of Abundant Goodness. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The Lord is 
good to all: and his tender mercies 
are over all his works.” God has an 
open hand. He satisfieth the desire of 
every living thing. He giveth liberally 
to all men. By His hand all exist, live, 
and move and have their being. He 
gives with an open hand without re- 
gard to the nature and condition of 
human beings. His sun shines upon the 
evil as upon the good. He lets His 
rain fall on the field of the atheist as 
well as upon that of the Christian be- 
liever. The eyes of all have to look to 
Heaven for needful help, even though 
hearts are far from Him. The day of 
judgment will unveil the goodness of 
God. All will be compelled to own 
His goodness and righteousness. Not 
one lost soul will have any complaint 
against the goodness of God, which all 
the while had in view man’s repentance, 
faith, and salvation. Pray for Shenan- 
doah Christian College, Roanoke, Va. 


Tues.—Psalm 104:1-9. God, the Creator. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Bless the Lord, 
O my soul. O Lord my God, thou art 
very great.” Never forget your crea- 
ture status. Take your place before 
God as the work of His hands. Never 
forget that “it is he that hath made 
us, and not we ourselves,” and that we 
are “the sheep of his pasture” (Psa. 
100:3). The best characters of the 
Bible were humble men. Listen to 
Abraham. and Job, in Genesis 18:27; 
Job 42:5, 6. Let us humble ourselves 
before our maker, that He may exalt 
us in due time. “God... giveth grace 
to the humble” (Jas. 4:6). Pray for 
Gordon College, Beverly Farms, Mass. 


Wed.—Psalm 1064:10-23. 
God’s Provision for Life. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He . . . maketh 
glad the heart of man.” The manifold 
necessities of life created by our God 
reveal His great wisdom, love, and 
kindness to His creatures. All things 
needful for human happiness in the 
physical He has provided abundantly. 
And when it comes to things spiritual 
God has provided “exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we ask or think” 
through Christ Jesus our Lord. “Eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
hath entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared 
for them that love him” (1 Cor. 2:9). 
Great and gracious is our God. Let us 
be thankful unto Him and bless His 
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name. Pray for the China Inland Mis- 
sion Overseas Fellowship, Philadelphia. 


Thurs.—Psalm 104:24-30. 
The Works of God. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “O Lord, how 
manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast 
thou made them all.” Boundlessness, 
infinitude, holiness, justice and truth, 
and immeasurable mercy, goodness, and 
love appear in all the works of God. 
God is a God of knowledge. To ap- 
preciate Him is our privileged hap- 
piness through Christ Jesus our Saviour 
and Lord. The heathen see God’s wis- 
dom and power in nature: but those 
whose eyes and hearts are open to re- 
ceive the Son of God taste the good- 
ness of God, whom to know is life 
eternal. “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to 
receive glory and honour and power: 
for thou hast created all things, and 
for thy pleasure they are and were 
created” (Rev. 4:11). Pray for Faith 
Theological Seminary, Philadelphia. 


Fri—Psalm 104:31-35. 
A Prayer of Praise. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I will sing unto 
the Lord as long as I live: I will sing 
praise to my God while I have my 
being.” God deserves always the great- 
est honor. We are obligated to render 
unto all their due. Those who love us 
most and do the most for our well-being 
deserve the most honor and praise. And 
since God excels all who do us good, He 
deserves the highest and best praise. 
Forget not all His benefits. The nine 
thankless, cleansed lepers wronged the 
Lord and hurt themselves. Think of 
the millions who now know of their 
ingratitude. The day of the revelation 
of the righteous judgment of God will 
uncover amazing thanklessness. Pray 
for Elohim Bible Institute, Castile, N. Y. 


Sat.—Psalm 8. The Majesty of God. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “O Lord our 
Lord, how excellent is thy name in all 
the earth! Who hast set thy glory 
above the heavens.” God is supreme 
in sovereignty, dignity, and authority 
in all the universe. He is God alone. 
He has no equals. The Bible is mono- 
theistic. The polytheism of the Greeks 
and other people has been brushed 
away by God’s hand throughout cen- 
turies. “The gods that have not made 
the heavens and the earth, even they 
shall perish from the earth, and from 
under these heavens” (Jer. 10:11). I 
recently stood on Mar’s Hill and viewed 
the ruined temples in Athens. The 
gods have perished. Paul’s God and 
our God is the living, eternal, everlast- 
ing ruler of the universe. Praise Him 
ye people. Pray for Northwestern Col- 
lege, Minneapolis. 


Sun.—Psalm 93. The Lord Reigns. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thy testimonies 
are very sure: holiness becometh thine 
house, O Lord, for ever.” And for this 
reverential adoration there are infinite 
reasons. Dwell upon God’s attributes: 
wisdom and power, loving-kindness and 
mercy, truth and holiness. Had we the 
tongues of angels we would all fall far 


short of His praise. Eternity is all too 
short to utter half His praise. Bless 
the Lord with all that is within you: 
bless His holy name. Pray for the 
Sunday schools of your country; for pu- 
pils, teachers and superintendents. 
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Cruising in the Tropics With 
the Christian Fellowship Party 


RRANGEMENTS have been made 

for the second Christian Fellow- 
ship Cruise to the West Indies and South 
America. The magnificent SS Empress 
of England, an air-conditioned ship of 
the Canadian Pacific Railway, will be 
the floating hotel for this cruise in the 
tropical waters of the Caribbean Sea, 
during a period of severe United States 
winter. The Empress of England, a 
25,500-ton, 640-foot vessel, is ideally 
equipped for such a cruise. There are 
five passenger decks (all passengers are 
in one class), four passenger elevators, 
two swimming pools (indoor and out), 
promenade decks, sun decks, and other 
accommodations that provide for every 
conceivable need. With a group of 
Christian people as your friends and 
traveling companions, genuine fellow- 
ship is assured. 

The vacation cruise will start from 
New York on January 30 at 11 am 
and will return to New York February 
16 at 3 pm. During the seventeen 
days, eight ports will be visited and 
comprehensive sightseeing tours in six 
of them will be provided as a part of 
the over-all cost. At Cristobal the tour 
party will cross the Isthmus of Pan- 
ama. The special train starts at the 
ship’s side and stops at Gatun for in- 
spection of the locks, then skirts the 
Canal to Pedro Miguel, where motor 
cars await for sightseeing in Balboa, 
Panama City, and the ruins of Old 
Panama. The party will lunch at the 
El Panama Hotel. Cars are available 
for further sightseeing or shopping. 
Special trains leave Balboa Heights sta- 
tion for Pedro Miguel, from whence & 
canal steamer cruises through Gaillard 
Cut to Gamboa. There the train awaits 
to return to the Empress of England 
at the end of the day. Panama City, 
like the entire Republic, is an interest- 
ing mixture of old Spanish culture and 
western hemisphere civilization, with 
overtones of Indian culture. The city 
is divided into three parts: the pres- 
ent city, Old Panama (destroyed by the 
famous pirate, Morgan, in 1671), and 
the beautiful residential section. Many 
places of interest will be visited by the 
sightseeing party. 

A director of THE Sunpay ScHOooL 
Trmes, Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, and Mrs. 
Jaeger, who have led many tours, will 
accompany the tour throughout the 
cruise. Mail a card to Mr. Jaeger, care 
of The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 
Pa., and ask for the West Indies Cruise 
folder, which gives all costs and detailed 
information. 
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